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The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical 
distance and wearing face masks.  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY: “Prelude on “Amazing Grace’” David Lasky 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN: “Immortal, Invisible” (ELW 834) 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Kyrie Litany (ELW Setting One, pages 98-99) 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all 
those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject 
whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-14 
 
A reading from Exodus. 
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Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 51:1-10 
 
Sung responsively by whole verse. 
 
Refrain 

 
Tone 

 
 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me | from my sin. 
 3For I know | my offenses, 
  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment. R 
 5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
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 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 
 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken | may rejoice. 
 9Hide your face | from my sins, 
  and blot out | all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spir- | it within me. R 

 
 
Second Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
A reading from First Timothy: 
 

 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Verse sung by cantor, with assembly singing the alleluias. 



 

8 

 
There is joy in the presence of the an- | gels of God* over one sinner | who repents. 
 
Gospel: Luke 15:1-10 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 15th Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Amazing Grace” (ELW 779) 

!
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Blessing of Backpacks, at the beginning of the school year. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
Let us pray for the world, the earth, and all people according to their needs, 
responding to each petition with words from today’s psalm: “Have mercy on us.” 
 
You search for the lost, and your grace overflows in our lives. Bless the church’s 
service organizations. Give to all the baptized a dedication in serving those who 
are lost in any way, and grant us patience in accompanying one another when our 
pathways seem hidden. God of goodness,  
have mercy on us.  
 
Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. As the 
seasons change, renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and habitats. Show 
us how to assist those around the world who are suffering from climate disasters, 
and bless all subsistence farmers with sufficient harvest for their needs. God of 
providence,   
have mercy on us. 
 
Your world is fractured, and the nations rage. Bring peace around the globe. Halt 
the power of tyrants. Inhibit ancient prejudices. Teach wisdom to our elected 
leaders and our judges, that we may know justice in our land and uprightness in 
our laws. God of righteousness, 
have mercy on us.  
 
Your people face violence and know terror. Assist all nations in finding ways to 
curb violence. Bless the efforts of all first responders.  Draw our country away 
from reliance on guns, and keep our youth from the ways that lead towards 
destruction. God of strength,  
have mercy on us.  
 
You promise well-being to the people of the earth. We pray for all who are sick 
and suffering, especially those who have no access to health care. Visit all who 
today will die. Hear the names of all those that we call out to you here: (keep ten 
seconds of silence) God of compassion,  
have mercy on us. 
 
Your blessed saints now gather in your eternal presence. We praise you for all 
those who have honored your Holy Cross. Give us your Spirit to follow them in 
lives of faithfulness through our death and into your life. God of everlasting grace, 
have mercy on us.  
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Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we 
offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  
 
Offertory: “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing,” Repository of Sacred Music 
 
Offering and Setting the Table  
 
While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  
 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish 
your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all 
may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Dialogue and Preface 
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Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW Setting One) 

 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
O God triune, how majestic 
is your name in all the earth. 
Over the eons your merciful might 
evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. 
Here by your wisdom 
are both life and death, 
growth and decay, 
the nest and the hunt, 
sunshine and storm, 
darkness and light. 
Sustained by these wonders, 
we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  
O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. 
In Christ you bring life from death; 
we remember his cross, 
we laud his resurrection. 
Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. 
Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. 



 

16 

Receiving this mystery, 
we mortals sing our song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  
We praise you for the heart of Jesus, 
so filled with your love for this earth. 
  In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Gathered around this table, 
we your children unite in this song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  
O God triune, you create the worlds, 
you uphold the living, 
you embrace the dead. 
Send forth your Spirit 
and renew the face of the earth. 
Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, 
the body and blood of Christ. 
Give us a future that trusts in you 
and cares for your earth. 
Empowered by your promises, 
we rise from our deaths 
to praise you again: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  
Amen, and amen. 
Amen, and amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. 
Come to the banquet. 
 
At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing members of the assembly 
wishing to commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, 
maintaining appropriate physical distance. Others may also come forward for a 
blessing. To receive the bread, place your hands palms up and level so that the 
presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your uplifted hands without 
touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you have 
brought from home, hold it firmly that the assisting minister is able to pour wine 
from the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you 
may not dip the bread into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune 
by receiving the bread only. You may, of course, remove your mask to commune. 
Gluten free hosts are available to those who need that option. Once you have 
received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side aisles, while 
maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
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Lamb of God: (ELW Setting One) 
 

 
 
Song after Communion (ELW Setting One) 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
Let us pray.  
 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith 
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
Blessing 
 
God, who gives life to all things 
and frees us from despair, 
bless you with truth and peace. 
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN: “Lord Speak to Us” (ELW 676) 
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Announcements: 
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Dismissal 
 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY: “Cortège,” Gordon Young 
 

 

Notes on the Music for Today 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  
“Amazing Grace” ELW 779 
Text: John Newton (1725–1807) 
Tune: New Britain, W. Walker, Southern Harmony (1835) 
 
The hymn text “Amazing Grace” was written in 1773 by John Newton. Originally a master of a slave-
trading ship, he left that life to become an Anglican priest and a tireless abolitionist. Some people resist 
referring to themselves in stanza 1 as “a wretch,” but we Lutherans join him in acknowledging our sin and 
praising God for grace, grace, and more grace. We hope that persons who are blind will not be offended 
when we liken our own situation to theirs.  (Gail Ramshaw) 
 
NEW BRITAIN (also known as AMAZING GRACE because of its close association with this hymn text) 
was originally a folk tune, probably sung slowly with grace notes and melodic embellishments. Typical of 
the Appalachian tunes from the southern United States, NEW BRITAIN is pentatonic with melodic 
figures that outline triads. It was first published as a hymn tune in shape notes in Columbian Harmony 
(1829) to the text "Arise, my soul, my joyful pow'rs" and first set to the "Amazing Grace" text in William 
Walker's Southern Harmony (1835).   
 
CHOIR ANTHEM  
“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  Repository of Sacred Music.  
 
Though this hymn has been attributed to Selina the Countess of Huntingdon, John Julian says 
"conclusively" that the author was Robert Robinson (1735-1790). He was born in Norfolk, England. His 
father died when he was eight, and his mother wanted him to become an Anglican priest. There was not 
enough money for his education, so at the age of fourteen he was apprenticed to a barber and hairdresser 
in London. He heard George Whitefield preach in 1755, began a period of spiritual searching, attended 
the meetings of John Wesley, professed his faith in 1758, and became a minister at the Calvinistic 
Methodist Tabernacle at Mildenhall in Norfolk. Very soon he organized an Independent congregation at 
Norwich, in 1759 was baptized by John Dunkham, and began to preach at the Stoneyard Baptist Church 
in Cambridge, where he was the pastor from 1761 until the end of his life. He accepted that call on the 
condition that the congregation would practice open communion. Self-taught, he became known for his 
preaching, counsel, concern for others' views, and religious liberty. His willingness to discuss made him 
vulnerable to questions about his orthodoxy, which he defended. He left a record of conflicts about 
hymnody in his congregation, learned Latin and French, wrote widely, and in 1781 was commissioned to 
make a study of the English Baptists. He edited William Barton's Psalms (1768) and wrote thirteen 
hymns.  
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 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 
 tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
 streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
 call for songs of loudest praise. 
 While the hope of endless glory 
 fills my heart with joy and love, 
 teach me ever to adore thee; 
 may I still thy goodness prove. 
 
 Here I raise my Ebenezer: 
 "Hither by thy help I've come"; 
 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
 safely to arrive at home. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
 wand'ring from the fold of God; 
 he, to rescue me from danger, 
 interposed his precious blood. 
 
 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
 daily I'm constrained to be; 
 let that grace now like a fetter 
 bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
 prone to leave the God I love. 
 Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 
 seal it for thy courts above. 
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY: “Prelude on “Amazing Grace’” David Lasky  
 
Since 1981, David Lasky has been Organist and Director of Music at Saint Cecilia Catholic Church in 
Leominster, Massachusetts, and resides in Hartland, Vermont. In addition to his work as a composer, Mr. 
Lasky has performed as an organ soloist and in ensembles throughout Massachusetts, and has given 
recitals at Washington National Cathedral and the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception, and at Saint Mary Cathedral in Lafayette, Indiana. He has taught classes and workshops on 
improvisation and service playing for the American Guild of Organists and for the National Association 
of Pastoral Musicians. 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY: “Cortège,” Gordon Young (1919-1998) 
 
Gordon Young was an American organist and composer of both organ and choral works. He was born in 
McPherson, Kansas and educated at Southwestern College (Winfield, Kansas) and the Curtis Institute 
(Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) where he was a student of Alexander McCurdy. After serving churches in 
Philadelphia and Kansas where he also worked as a radio organist and newspaper critic, Young became 
the music director at First Presbyterian Church in Detroit. There he was a visible and important presence 
in the American church music scene. He also taught organ on the faculty of Wayne State University. 
Young published voluminously, and his organ and choral works were in the catalogs of most major 
American publishers. Numerous works of his were also issued in the Netherlands, where his music has 
remained very popular. Cortège is part of his collection of Eleven Organ Pieces, published in 1962. 
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Readings for the Coming Week: 
 
Monday Psalm 73. Tuesday (commemoration of John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, 
407) Jonah 3:1-10. Wednesday (Holy Cross Day) John 3:13-17. Thursday Psalm 113. Friday 
(commemoration of Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, c. 258) Romans 8:31-39. Saturday 
(commemoration of Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, 1179) Mark 12:41-44. 15th Sunday after 
Pentecost (commemoration of Dag Hammarskjold, renewer of society, 1961) Amos 8:4-7; 
Psalm 113; 1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship: #834:  Text and Music: Public Domain.  #779:  Text and Music: Public Domain.  
#676: Text and Music: Public Domain. 
 
 
Liturgical elements from SundaysandSeasons.com.   © 2015 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used with 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006914. 
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September 11, 2022 
10:00AM 

 

Gordon Lathrop           Presiding Minister 

Glen Mason                    Assisting Minister 

Maggie Mount                                                                      Reader 

Darwyn Banks                                                                      Cantor 

Maggie and Gay Mount                                 Communion Assistants 

Steve Black               Lock-Up, starting September 11 

 

 

Attendance: September 4th, 10:00AM – 53 
 

The flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God by Helen Chaale. 
 

Our worship service is regularly video recorded and posted online.  If you have a 
concern, please contact the pastor. 
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