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Welcome to Resurrection Lutheran Church! We are glad you are here. If you are a 
visitor, we invite you to introduce yourself to our pastor and feel at home among 
us. ELW stands for Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the red hymnal in our pews, 
and ACS is All Creation Sings, the blue songbook.  
 
The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical 
distance; wearing face masks is optional. 
 
As we gather 
 
Notes on our worship today:  
 

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the 
implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the 
good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching 
in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of 
discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they have known and worked for all 
their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 
 

 
Opening Voluntary: Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus, Thomas Geischen 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

At ringing of a bell, the assembly stands and faces the font. All may make the sign 
of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
creator of darkness and light, 
word of truth, 
wind sweeping over the waters. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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God, our rock and refuge, 
we pour out our hearts before you. 
We have known you but have not always loved you. 
We have wounded one another 
and sinned against you. 
We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in each of us. 
Remember your covenant. 
Renew your creation. 
Restore us, 
that we might proclaim your good news to all. 
Amen. 
 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 
God has spoken: 
The time of grace is now. 
In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 
By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
You are God’s beloved. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: Come, Beloved of the Maker (ELW 306) 
 

 
 
Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
Canticle of Praise: (ELW p. 99) 
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6 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.  
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen 
us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
 

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-
sentence message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s 
dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to 
wrestle with the question “On whom should God have mercy?” 
 
A reading from Jonah. 
 

 
 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 62:5-12 
 

Sung Responsively by whole verse. 
 
Refrain 

 
 

Tone 

 
  

 5For God alone I | wait in silence; 
  truly, my hope | is in God. 
 6God alone is my rock and | my salvation, 
  my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken. 
 7In God is my deliverance | and my honor; 
  God is my strong rock | and my refuge. 
 8Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people, 
  pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge. R 
 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can- | not be 
trusted. 
  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less | than a breath. 
 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no | empty pride; 
  though wealth increase, set not your | heart upon it. 
 11God has spoken once, twice | have I heard it, 
  that power be- | longs to God. 
 12Steadfast love belongs to | you, O Lord, 
  for you repay all according | to their deeds. R 
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
 
Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, 
however, want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s 
future, which even now has dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

A reading from First Corinthians. 
 

 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

Verse sung by cantor, with assembly singing the alleluias. 
 

 
 

 
Alleluia. The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God | has come near;* repent, 
and believe in | the good news. Alleluia. 
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Holy Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 
 

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known 
as “the gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who 
realize this will respond with repentance and faith. 
 

The holy gospel according to Mark.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Youth Message 
 
 
Sermon 
 
 
Hymn of the Day:  Go to the World! (ACS 991)  
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

The response for today’s intercessions is "Our hope is in you." 
 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers: 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.   
Amen. 
 
 
Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
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The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  
 
Offertory: “Grant Us Thy Peace” Mendelssohn 
 
Offering and Setting the Table  
 
While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 
 
Offering Prayer 
 

Blessed are you, Holy One, 
for all good things come from you. 
In bread and cup you open heaven to us. 
Meet us at this table, 
that we receive what we seek 
and follow your Son, Jesus, 
in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
Dialogue and Preface 
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Preface: Epiphany 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy (Setting One, ELW page 108) 

 
 
Thanksgiving at Table (ELW p. 108) 
 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
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You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
 

Amen, amen, amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
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Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. 
Come and see. 
 

At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing particpants in the assembly 
wishing to commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, 
maintaining appropriate physical distance. Others may also come forward for a 
blessing. To receive the bread, place your hands palms up and level so that the 
presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your uplifted hands without 
touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you have 
brought from home, hold it firmly so that the assisting minister is able to pour wine 
from the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you 
may not dip the bread into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune 
by receiving the bread only. If you are wearing a mask, you may of course remove 
it to commune. Gluten free hosts are available to those who need that option. Once 
you have received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side aisles, 
while maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
 
 
Lamb of God: (Setting One, ELW pages 112)  
 

 
 
 
 
Hymn during Communion: “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” (ELW 815) 
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17 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Let us pray.  
Giver of every gift, 
Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 
Raise us to life by your power 
for the benefit of all and to your glory,  
now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
 
Announcements 
 
 
 

Blessing 
 

God who names you, 
Christ who claims you, 
and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 
☩ bless you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

Sending Hymn: “Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake” (ELW 799) 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Closing Voluntary: "Morning Star” Wayne L. Wold 
 

Notes on the Music for Today 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Go to the World! ACS 991 
Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955–1993 
Tune: SINE NOMINE, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Sylvia Dunstan was a hymnwriter and a United Church of Canada pastor who died tragically of liver cancer at age thirty-eight. Alan Barthel, her 
mentor and collaborator, with less than a week’s notice commissioned a text built on the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20) for the 1985 
Emmanuel College (Toronto) Convocation. Written to Ralph Vaughan Williams’s expansive SINE NOMINE (“For all the saints”), it gives this 
beloved tune an alternate text pairing. 
 
OFFERTORY: “Grant Us Thy Peace” Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
The original text for Mendelssohn’s beautiful motet was Martin Luther’s prayer for peace, "Verleih uns Frieden gnädiglich" ("Da nobis pacem, 
Domine"; also known as "Grant Us Thy Peace"). This composition has been published also as "Gebet nach Lutherschen Worten für Chor und 
Orchester" (librettist, Martin Luther). Mendelssohn originally scored the piece for SATB chorus, orchestra and Organ.  
 
Grant us your peace, O loving Lord, 
our Rock and firm foundation. 
Our faith is in your excellent word, 
speaking to every nation. 
Your promise of sure salvation. 
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY: “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”, Thomas Geischen (1931- 2006) 
Thomas Geischen earned a B.S. in Education from Concordia Teachers College and a master’s and doctorate in music from Northwestern 
University. 
Dr. Gieschen was a professor of music for 40 years at Concordia University in River Forest, where he served as department chair and head of the 
Music Department. He retired in 1993. 
As Kapelle Choir director, he performed for President Lyndon Johnson at the National Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony, on a world tour for 
the King of Thailand, and at Orchestra Hall in Chicago. 
As founder of OrganArt, he created designs for church organs throughout the Midwest. He was also a published composer, arranger and organ 
recitalist, and a member of the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians and the American Guild of Organists. 
In his spare time, he was an amateur locksmith and harpsichord builder. He also designed and built his island summer home in Door County, Wis. 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY: "Morning Star” Wayne L. Wold (1954) 
"Brightest and Best" (occasionally rendered by its first line, "Brightest and Best of the Sons of the Morning") is a Christian hymn text written in 
1811 by the Anglican bishop Reginald Heber to be sung at the feast of Epiphany. It appeared in Heber's widow's compilation of hymns entitled 
Hymns Written and Adapted to the Weekly Service of the Church Year in 1827. It can be sung to a number of tunes, including "Liebster 
Immanuel", "Morning Star" by James P. Harding, "Epiphany" by Joseph Thrupp, and "Star in the East" by William Walker. It appears in many 
hymnals across different Christian traditions. The Kentucky traditional singer Jean Ritchie often sang this and told of her childhood memory of 
her grandmother sitting by the fire and singing it quietly to herself on Twelfth Night; the Library of Congress collected it from her in 1951. 
 
Wayne L. Wold taught at Hood College in Frederick, Maryland, from 1990 to 2020 where he taught organ, harpsichord, composition, music 
theory, form and analysis, and humanities topics in the graduate school. Wold has performed widely on organ and harpsichord, with solo recitals 
across the United States and in Europe, and he has performed in ensembles including the Maryland Symphony Orchestra, Frederick Symphony 
Orchestra, Bach in Baltimore Orchestra and Hood Chamber Players. He is also in demand as a hymn festival leader featuring his own 
improvisations. Wold has been a church musician since the age of sixteen, serving churches in Minnesota, Ohio, and Maryland, including 
seventeen years as director of chapel music at Camp David, the presidential retreat.  
 
Readings for the Coming Week: 
 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 - The prophet speaks with God’s authority 
Psalm 111  - The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom. (Ps. 111:10) 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 - Limits to liberty: the case of food offered to idols 
Mark 1:21-28  - The healing of one with an unclean spirit 

 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship:   
#306 Text © 2001 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  Music © 2002 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. Used 
with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713051.   
#815 Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration.  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713051.   
#799 Text and music: Public Domain.   
 
All Creation Sings: #991 Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com.  Music © Oxford University Press.  All rights 
reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713051.   
 
Liturgical elements from SundaysandSeasons.com.   © 2015 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006914.  
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January 21, 2024 
10:00AM 

Harry Therwanger         Presiding Minister 

Dave Oaks       Assisting Minister  

John Wood          Reader 

Casey Halloran         Cantor 

Glen Mason and John Wood             Communion Assistants 

Juan Cuesta                Lock-Up, starting January 21 
 

Attendance: January 14th, 10:00AM – 72 
 

Live Stream Views – 10 | Views after Streaming – 0 
 

The flowers in the chancel are given by Kristin Wine and Leslie Nolen in honor of 
Anita Nolen. 

 
Printed copies of the weekly announcements are available from the ushers. 

 
Join us for refreshments and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall,  

downstairs under the sanctuary. 
 

Our worship service is regularly video recorded and posted online.   
 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
6201 N. Washington Blvd. Arlington, VA 22205 

www.relcarlington.org 
703.532.5991   

 
Harry Therwanger, Pastor 

pastorharry@relcarlington.org 
312.515.7269 

 
Barbara Bulger Verdile, Music Director 

Leslie Nolen, Council President 
Christina Cuesta, Council Secretary 


