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Welcome to Resurrection Lutheran Church! We are glad you are here. If you are a 
visitor, we invite you to introduce yourself to our pastor and feel at home among 
us. ELW stands for Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the red hymnal in our pews, 
and ACS is All Creation Sings, the blue songbook.  
 
The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical 
distance; wearing face masks is optional. 
 
As we gather 
 
Notes on our worship today:  
 

The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s 
history: the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments 
begin with the statement that because God alone has freed us from the powers that 
oppressed us, we are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives. When Jesus 
throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God alone 
and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become our gods. The Ten 
Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in God’s 
liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities and the 
world. 
 

 
Opening Voluntary:  
 

“Prelude and Canon on ‘O Gott du frommer Gott’” Ethel Smyth 
 
At ringing of a bell, the assembly stands and faces the font. All may make the sign 
of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
 
Gathering Hymn: “Christ Is the Life” (ACS 927) 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
 

The congregation may kneel. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who writes the law on our hearts, 
who draws all people together through Jesus. 
Amen. 
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Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin  
in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Holy God, 
we confess that we are caught in snares of sin 
and cannot break free. 
We hoard resources while our neighbors 
are hungry and cold. 
We speak in ways that silence others. 
We are silent when we should speak up. 
We keep score in our hearts. 
We let hurts grow into hatred. 
For all these things and for sins only you know, 
forgive us, Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Here is a flood of grace: 
Out of love for the whole world, 
God draws near to us, 
breaks every snare of sin, 
washes away our wrongs, 
and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Stand 

 
Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Kyrie: (ELW p.156) 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act 
courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the 
wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading: Exodus 20:1-17 
After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God 
teaches them how to live in community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that 
God alone is worthy of worship. Flowing from God, the life of the community 
flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, and respect for life, family, and 
property. 
 

A reading from Exodus. 
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Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 19 
 

Sung Responsively by whole verse. 
 
 
Refrain 
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Tone 

 
 
 1The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork. 
 2One day tells its tale | to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge | to another. 
 3Although they have no | words or language, 
  and their voices | are not heard, 
 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends | of the world, 
  where God has pitched a tent | for the sun. 
 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to | run its course. 
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of | it 
again; 
  nothing is hidden from its | burning heat. R 
 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to | the simple. 
 8The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart; 
  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb. R 
 11By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is | great reward. 
 12Who can detect one’s | own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my | secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion | over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in your 
sight, 
  O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer. R 
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it 
claims that God is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But 
through such divine foolishness and weakness, God is working to save us. The 
center of Paul’s preaching is Christ crucified. 
 
A reading from First Corinthians. 
 

 
 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
 

 

 
 

We proclaim Christ | crucified,* the power of God and the wis- | dom of God. 
 
 

Holy Gospel: John 2:13-22 
 

Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the 
temple. When challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his 
own death and resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, 
Jesus suggests that the center itself has changed. 
 

The holy gospel according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Youth Message 
 
 
Sermon 
 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth” (ELW 727) 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

The congregation may kneel. 
 

The response for today’s intercessions is “Grant us your wisdom.” 
 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers: 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
 
Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  
 
 
Offertory: “Order My Steps”, Glenn Burleigh 
 
 
Offering and Setting the Table  
 

While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 
 
 
Offering Prayer 
 

Jesus, you are the bread of life 
and the host of this meal. 
Bless these gifts that we have gathered 
that all people may know your goodness. 
Feed us not only with this holy food 
but with hunger for justice and peace. 
We pray this in your name. Amen. 
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Dialogue and Preface 

 
 
 
Preface (ELW p. 161) 
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Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW 190) 
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Thanksgiving at Table (ELW p. 111) 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
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Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 

Bread for the journey. 
A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
 
At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing particpants in the assembly wishing to 
commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, maintaining appropriate 
physical distance. Others may also come forward for a blessing. To receive the bread, place your 
hands palms up and level so that the presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your 
uplifted hands without touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you 
have brought from home, hold it firmly so that the assisting minister is able to pour wine from 
the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you may not dip the bread 
into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune by receiving the bread only. If you 
are wearing a mask, you may of course remove it to commune. Gluten free hosts are available to 
those who need that option. Once you have received the bread and wine, return to your places by 
the side aisles, while maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
 
O Lamb of God: (ACS 960)  
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Hymn during Communion: “God the Sculptor of the Mountains” (ELW 736) 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

Generous God, 
at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, 
now make us one loaf to feed the world; 
in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 
Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
 
Blessing 
 

Beloved,  
we are God’s own people, 
holy, washed, renewed. 
 

God bless you and keep you, 
shower you with mercy,  
fill you with courage,  
and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 

Sending Hymn: “God of Grace and God of Glory” (ELW 705) 
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Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Share your bread.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Closing Voluntary: “Cwm Rhondda”, J. Bert Carlson  
 
 

Notes on the Music for Today 
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Readings for the Coming Week: 
 

Numbers 21:4-9 
The lifting up of the serpent 
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
You deliver your people from their distress. (Ps. 107:19) 
Ephesians 2:1-10 
Saved by grace through faith for good works 
John 3:14-21 
The lifting up of the Son of Man 

 
 
 
 

 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship: 
#727: Text and music: Public Domain. 
#190: Text: Public Domain. Music adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 
60638. www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713051. 
#736: Text © 1993 John Thornburg. Music © 1996 Abingdon Press, admin., The Copyright Company. 
#705: Text and music: Public Domain. 
 
All Creation Sings: 
#927: Text © 1989 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin., Augsburg Fortress. Music © 1984 Oxford University Press. All 
rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713051. 
#960: Text and music © 2020 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENSE #A-713051 
 
Liturgical elements from SundaysandSeasons.com. © 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used with 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006914.  
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March 3, 2024 
10:00AM 

Harry Therwanger        Presiding Minister 

Glen Mason        Assisting Minister  

Gail Ramshaw          Reader 

Casey Halloran          Cantor 

Helen Chaale and Ted Mortensen     Communion Assistants 

John Wood              Lock-Up, starting March 3 
 

Attendance: February 25th, 10:00AM – 80 
 

Live Stream Views – 4 | Views after Streaming – 59 
 
 

Printed copies of the weekly announcements are available from the ushers. 
 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall,  
downstairs under the sanctuary. 

 
Our worship service is regularly video recorded and posted online.   

 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
6201 N. Washington Blvd. Arlington, VA 22205 

www.relcarlington.org 
703.532.5991   

 
Harry Therwanger, Pastor 

pastorharry@relcarlington.org 
312.515.7269 

 
Barbara Bulger Verdile, Music Director 

Leslie Nolen, Council President 
Christina Cuesta, Council Secretary 


