
 

1 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 17, 2024 

10:00AM 



 

2 

Welcome to Resurrection Lutheran Church! We are glad you are here. If you are a 
visitor, we invite you to introduce yourself to our pastor and feel at home among 
us. ELW stands for Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the red hymnal in our pews, 
and ACS is All Creation Sings, the blue songbook.  
 
The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical 
distance; wearing face masks is optional. 
 
As we gather 
 
Notes on our worship today:  
 

God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a 
covenant that will allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees this 
promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is lifted up on 
the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and 
draws God’s love and truth into our hearts. We join together in worship, sharing 
in word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened to share God’s love with all the 
world. 
 

 
Opening Voluntary: Chorale Prelude on KUORTANE, Robert Below  
 

 
At ringing of a bell, the assembly stands and faces the font. All may make the sign 
of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
 
Gathering Hymn: “Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church (ELW 321) 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
The congregation may kneel. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who writes the law on our hearts, 
who draws all people together through Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin  
in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Holy God, 
we confess that we are caught in snares of sin 
and cannot break free. 
We hoard resources while our neighbors 
are hungry and cold. 
We speak in ways that silence others. 
We are silent when we should speak up. 
We keep score in our hearts. 
We let hurts grow into hatred. 
For all these things and for sins only you know, 
forgive us, Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Here is a flood of grace: 
Out of love for the whole world, 
God draws near to us, 
breaks every snare of sin, 
washes away our wrongs, 
and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Stand 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Kyrie: (ELW p.156) 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray.  
 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our 
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and 
death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the 
covenant established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make 
a new covenant with the people. There will be no need to teach the law, because 
God will write it on their hearts. 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 

 
 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 51:1-12 
 

Sung Responsively by whole verse. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
 
 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me | from my sin. 
 3For I know | my offenses, 
  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment. R 
 5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 
 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken | may rejoice. R 
 9Hide your face | from my sins, 
  and blot out | all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spir- | it within me. 
 11Cast me not away | from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of | your salvation 
  and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit. R 
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Second Reading: Hebrews 5:5-10 
 

Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains 
how Christ lived in trusting obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the 
source of our eternal salvation. 
 
A reading from Hebrews. 

 
 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 

 
 
Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains a | single grain;* but 
if it dies, it | bears much fruit.  
 
 

Holy Gospel: John 12:20-33 
 

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here 
Jesus’ words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into 
the promise of a harvest in which everyone will be gathered. 
 
 

The holy gospel according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Youth Message 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: "Now the Green Blade Rises" (ELW 379) 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

For the intercessions this Sunday, please turn to the ELW #238 and join in praying 
the assembly parts of the Great Litany, written in 1529 by Martin Luther. 
 
The assembly may kneel. 
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Stand 

 
Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
 

The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  
 
 
Offertory: "Now" Braeden Ayers  
 
 
Offering and Setting the Table  
 

While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 
 
 
Offering Prayer 
 

Jesus, you are the bread of life 
and the host of this meal. 
Bless these gifts that we have gathered 
that all people may know your goodness. 
Feed us not only with this holy food 
but with hunger for justice and peace. 
We pray this in your name.  
Amen. 
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Dialogue and Preface 

 
 
 
Preface (ELW p. 161) 
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Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW 190) 
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Thanksgiving at Table (ELW p. 111) 
 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
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Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 

Bread for the journey. 
A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
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At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing particpants in the assembly 
wishing to commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, 
maintaining appropriate physical distance. Others may also come forward for a 
blessing. To receive the bread, place your hands palms up and level so that the 
presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your uplifted hands without 
touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you have 
brought from home, hold it firmly so that the assisting minister is able to pour wine 
from the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you 
may not dip the bread into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune 
by receiving the bread only. If you are wearing a mask, you may of course remove 
it to commune. Gluten free hosts are available to those who need that option. Once 
you have received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side aisles, 
while maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
 
 
O Lamb of God: (ACS 960)  
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Hymn during Communion: “Spirit, Open My Heart (ACS 1043) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

26 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Generous God, 
at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, 
now make us one loaf to feed the world; 
in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life.  
Amen. 
 
 
Announcements 
 
 
 
Blessing 
 

Beloved,  
we are God’s own people, 
holy, washed, renewed. 
 

God bless you and keep you, 
shower you with mercy,  
fill you with courage,  
and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 

Sending Hymn: “As the Winter Days Grow Longer” (ACS 924) 
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Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Share your bread.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Closing Voluntary: “Noël Nouvelet” Richard Hudson  
 
 

Notes on the Music for Today 
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Readings for the Coming Week: 
 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
The servant of the LORD submits to suffering 
Psalm 31:9-16 
Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Humbled to the point of death on a cross 
Mark 14:1--15:47 
The passion of the Lord 
Mark 15:1-39 [40-47] (alternate) 
The passion of the Lord 
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March 17, 2024 
10:00AM 

Harry Therwanger        Presiding Minister 

Glen Mason        Assisting Minister  

John Wood          Reader 

Gary Roebuck           Cantor 

John Wood and Helen Chaale      Communion Assistants 

Steve Black            Lock-Up, starting March 17 
 

Attendance: March 10th, 10:00AM – 77 
 

Live Stream Views – 6 | Views after Streaming – 4 
 
 

Printed copies of the weekly announcements are available from the ushers. 
 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall,  
downstairs under the sanctuary. 

 
Our worship service is regularly video recorded and posted online.   

 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
6201 N. Washington Blvd. Arlington, VA 22205 

www.relcarlington.org 
703.532.5991   

 
Harry Therwanger, Pastor 

pastorharry@relcarlington.org 
312.515.7269 

 
Barbara Bulger Verdile, Music Director 

Leslie Nolen, Council President 
Christina Cuesta, Council Secretary 


