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As we gather 
 

Notes on our worship today:  
 

This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides 
into Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the 
cross, abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his 
complete human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we 
lament Christ’s suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: 
in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death will mark a new covenant 
with all people. We enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s 
astonishing work. 
 

Weather permitting, the assembly gathers outside in front of the Washington 
Boulevard entrance. If the weather is inclement, we will gather in the narthex for 
the Blessings of the Palms and Procession. 
 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of 
The Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Dear Friends in Christ: During the past five weeks we have been preparing 
for the celebration of our Lord’s saving death and resurrection. This great 
paschal mystery now lies before us as we enter with Him to the city where He 
confronts the cross for us. All our prayers, special devotions, acts of charity 
and self-denial point us to this week. We commemorate how our Lord 
entered His own city in triumph to meet sin and death on the cross and in the 
tomb. Here He completes His saving purpose by suffering, dying, and rising 
for you and me and the whole world. Now hear Mark’s account of Palm 
Sunday: 

 
 

Processional Gospel: Mark 11:1-11 

Jesus enters Jerusalem 
 

The Holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Blessing of the Palms 
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
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Let us pray. 
 

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by 
those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and 
those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so 
that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the 
same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us go forth in peace, 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
The assembly follows the cross, book, and ministers into the nave, singing ELW 
344, “All glory, laud, and honor,” and waving or holding up the palm branches. 
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Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 

As we enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and 
resurrection, let us pray. 
 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus 
Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable 
us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his 
resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

The image of the servant of God is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. 
Today’s reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians 
associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors 
but trusts in God’s steadfast love. 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
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Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PSALM 31:9-16 
 

Sung Responsively by whole verse. 
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Refrain 

 
 
Tone 

 
 
 
 9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I | am in trouble; 
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly. 
 10For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing; 
  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are consumed. 
 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to | my 
acquaintances; 
  when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 
 12Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind; 
  I am as useless as a | broken pot. R 
 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around; 
  they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life. 
 14But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD. 
  I have said, “You | are my God. 
 15My times are | in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
  save me in your | steadfast love.” R 
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Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 
 

Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was obedient to God even to the 
point of death. Following Christ’s example, we do not seek personal status or glory 
but care for others as God cared for us in Christ’s death. 
 
A reading from Philippians. 

 
 

Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 

 
 
Christ humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death | on 
a cross.* Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above | ev’ry name. 
 

Holy Gospel:  Mark 14:1--15:47 
 

The passion story in Mark’s gospel presents Jesus as one who dies abandoned by 
all. He shows himself to be the true Son of God by giving his life for those who 
have forsaken him. 
 
The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you O Lord. 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: “My Song Is Love Unknown” (ELW 343)  
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Creed: Apostles’ Creed, ACS, page 17, or ELW, page 105. 

 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 

The congregation may kneel. 
 

The response for today’s intercessions is “Save us in your love.” 
 

The presiding minister concludes the prayers: 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
Amen. 
 
Stand 
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Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
 

The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  
 
 
Offertory: “Surely He Has Borne Our Griefs” Brian Cockburn 
 
 
Offering and Setting the Table  
 

While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 
 
 
Offering Prayer 
 

Jesus, you are the bread of life 
and the host of this meal. 
Bless these gifts that we have gathered 
that all people may know your goodness. 
Feed us not only with this holy food 
but with hunger for justice and peace. 
We pray this in your name.  
Amen. 
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Dialogue and Preface 
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Preface (ELW p. 161) 
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Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW 190) 
 
 

 
 
  



 

 17 

Thanksgiving at Table (ELW p. 111) 
 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
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Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 

Bread for the journey. 
A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
 

 
At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing particpants in the assembly 
wishing to commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, 
maintaining appropriate physical distance. Others may also come forward for a 
blessing. To receive the bread, place your hands palms up and level so that the 
presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your uplifted hands without 
touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you have 
brought from home, hold it firmly so that the assisting minister is able to pour wine 
from the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you 
may not dip the bread into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune 
by receiving the bread only. If you are wearing a mask, you may of course remove 
it to commune. Gluten free hosts are available to those who need that option. Once 
you have received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side aisles, 
while maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
 
 
O Lamb of God: (ACS 960)  
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Hymn during Communion: “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (ELW 351) 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

Generous God, 
at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, 
now make us one loaf to feed the world; 
in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life.  
Amen. 
 
 
Announcements 
 
 
 
Blessing 
 

Beloved,  
we are God’s own people, 
holy, washed, renewed. 
 

God bless you and keep you, 
shower you with mercy,  
fill you with courage,  
and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
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Sending Hymn: "Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!" (ELW 346) 
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Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Share your bread.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Closing Voluntary:  
 

Chorale Prelude on “O Holy Jesus”, Sigfrid Karg-Elert 
 
 

 
 
Notes on the Music for Today 
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Readings for the Coming Week: 
 

Acts 10:34-43 
God raised Jesus on the third day 
 

Isaiah 25:6-9 (alternate) 
The feast of Victory 
 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps. 118:24) 
 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Witnesses to the risen Christ 
 

Acts 10:34-43 (alternate) 
God raised Jesus on the third day 
 

Mark 16:1-8 
The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and 
amazement. 
 

John 20:1-18 (Easter Vigil) 
Seeing the risen Christ 
 
 
 
 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship: 
#344: Text and music: Public Domain. 
#190: Text: Public Domain. Music adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 
60638. www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713051. 
#343: Text: Samuel Crossman. Music: John Ireland ©1924. Public Domain. 
#351: Text and music: Public Domain. 
#346: Text: Public Domain. Music: ©1941 HW Gray, Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Used with permission under 
ONE LICENSE #A-713051. 
 
All Creation Sings: 
#960: Text and music © 2020 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE 
LICENSE #A-713051 
 
Liturgical elements from SundaysandSeasons.com. © 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used with 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006914. 
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March 24, 2024 
10:00AM 

Harry Therwanger        Presiding Minister 

Dave Oaks        Assisting Minister  

Maggie Mount          Reader 

Darwyn Banks            Cantor 

Ted Mortensen and Maggie Mount    Communion Assistants 

Juan Cuesta            Lock-Up, starting March 24 
 

Attendance: March 17th, 10:00AM – 93 
 

Live Stream Views – 5 | Views after Streaming – 13 
 
 

Printed copies of the weekly announcements are available from the ushers. 
 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall,  
downstairs under the sanctuary. If helpful, please use the elevator. An usher can 

show you where the elevator is located. 
 

Our worship service is regularly video recorded and posted online.   
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