
Dear members of the family of God, 

On this the 40th day of Easter we read the passages in the Gospel according to Luke and in the 
Acts of the Apostles about Jesus’ ascension, and so we keep Ascension Day.  In this time of lock-
down and distance, this day can be of enormous comfort.  Jesus has not gone away.  He has gone 
to the right hand of God so that he might fill all things.  He has come nearer, present for us in the 
scriptures he has opened and the Spirit he has poured out.  If you are able, pray this prayers at 
7:30pm on Thursday, May 21. 

It is still Easter.  Christ has risen!  God is among us! 
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Our Common Prayer at Home 
You may wish to light a candle near where you pray, perhaps the candle you have 
lit throughout Easter. One person may lead in this acclamation and then pray the 
Prayer of the Day. 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY        
                   
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, ascended far above all 
heavens that he might fill all things. Mercifully give us faith to trust that, as he 
promised, he abides with us on earth to the end of time, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

Then the texts for this festival may be read, as follows: 

FIRST READING:  Acts 1:1-11 

[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and 
taught from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giv-
ing instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After 
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, ap-
pearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While 
staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the 
promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now.” 
  6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
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sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heav-
en, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

This Psalm is sung or read in response to the First Reading: 
Music may be found at  https://www.relcarlington.org/youtube 

PSALM 47 
                                            
      1Clap your hands, | all you peoples;  
  shout to God with a | joyful sound.  
 2For the LORD Most High is | to be feared:  
  a great king over | all the earth,  
 3who subdues the | peoples under us,  
  and the nations un- | der our feet;  
 4who chooses our inheri- | tance for us,  
  the pride of Jacob, | whom God loves.  
 5God has gone up | with a shout,  
  the LORD with the sound | of the ram’s horn.  
 6Sing praises to | God, sing praises; 
  sing praises to our | king, sing praises.  
 7For God is king of | all the earth;  
  sing praises | with a song.  
 8God reigns o- | ver the nations;  
  God is en- | throned on high.  
 9The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the | God of Abraham.  
  The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is high- | ly exalted.  
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SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23 

15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, 
with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which 
he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 
19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, accord-
ing to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when 
he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every 
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has 
put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 
church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the twenty fourth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke 
to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of 
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that 
the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repen-
tance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, begin-
ning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending 
upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.”  
  50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 
them. 51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up 
into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 
53and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

4



Having read these readings, think of this:  

The two men are right.  Do not stand looking into the skies as if Jesus has gone 
away.  The crucified and risen one has ascended to the throne of God.  And where 
is that?  Everywhere, for God’s power fills all things.  Jesus has ascended into the 
cosmos.  But, in a time of sickness and death and loss, that may not be easy to see.  
Rather, we can see Jesus Christ in the places in which he is there for us: in the 
scriptures he opens our mind to understand; in the Spirit of wisdom enabling us to 
hope; in the love of the community.  As Martin Luther has said, Jesus has ascended 
to be with us and for us.  Then we need to be with and for other people, at least in 
our prayer and support. 

At this point, read or listen to Pastor Linman’s  sermon.  
It may be found on Constant Contact, on the RELC website, or at 
https://www.relcarlington.org/youtube 
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You might now sing the following hymn. Music may be found at 
 https://www.relcarlington.org/youtube 

HYMN OF THE DAY #826 
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Then pray together these prayers for our church and world: 

On this fortieth day of Easter, let us join with Christians around the globe  
asking God to receive our prayers. 

O God, your might upholds the cosmos, and your mercy sustains the universe. 
To you, enthroned on high and enthroned in our hearts, we pray:    

That the church be enlivened to be the body of Christ, 
That bishops and pastors lead with visionary wisdom,  
And that all the baptized be witnesses to your mercy and might,  
We pray to you, good Lord. 

That the earth be preserved from disastrous climate, 
That the animals and their young be safeguarded, 
And that the trees and bushes be protected for their fruit and beauty, 
We pray to you, good Lord. 

That wars between nations and violence within each population cease,  
That the leaders of nations enact justice for their people, 
And that legislators be granted wisdom for their difficult decisions, 
We pray to you, good Lord. 

That those with coronavirus be healed, 
That those facing death be comforted, 
That those returning to society remain healthy, 
That physicians and nurses be granted endurance, 
That hospitals be equipped for their work, 
That researchers discover a vaccine, 
And that future waves of illness be averted, 
We pray to you, good Lord. 

That the poor be fed and clothed and housed,  
That the unemployed find jobs, 
And that those we name before you receive health and wholeness. . . . 
We pray to you, good Lord. 
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That teachers be preserved in their care of our youth, 
That scientists be supported in their exploration of your creation, 
And that theologians assist us in receiving the mysteries of the Ascension, 
We pray to you, good Lord. 

That our private sorrows and joys be welcomed by you, 
Keep a time of silence. 
We pray: 
We pray to you, good Lord. 

That we laud your presence in the word, 
That like Queen Helena, whom we commemorate today, we find our life in the 
cross of Christ, 
And that at the end we join with all the saints in your everlasting kingdom,  
We pray to you, good Lord. 

O God, in you we live and move and have our being. 
Receive our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, ascended for us, 
and reigning in your glory now and forever. 
Amen. 

Now read or sing the following Hymn. Accompaniment is at  
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HYMN #870 
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Then, someone may pray this prayer: 

Let us pray: 

A brief silence is kept. 

Almighty God, 
grant that your holy word which has been proclaimed this day 
may enter into our hearts through your grace, 
that it may produce in us the fruit of the Spirit 
for witness and service in the world 
and to the praise and honor of your name, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Then pray together: 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
Forgive us our sins 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
And deliver us from evil, 
For the kingdom, the power, 
And the glory are yours,  
now and forever.   
Amen. 
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Then speak the Blessing: 

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound 
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

The God of all grace  ☩ bless us now and forever. Amen. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

We cannot now celebrate the Holy Communion. But you can pray at your table in 
your home, a table which always echoes the Holy Supper. Christ is always present 
at your meal. Your meal is holy. Here is one prayer you might use, morning, noon 
or night, to celebrate that presence. 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, 
and let this food to us be blessed. 
Blessed be God, who is our Bread, 
may all the world be clothed and fed.
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