
 

 

Dear members of God’s family at Resurrection Church, 
 
This Sunday, our readings once again challenge us and drive us yet again into the 
loving arms of our merciful and gracious God.  If you are able, join the congrega-
tion with your own worship at home at 10am on Sunday or otherwise engage our 
home worship resources in ways appropriate to your circumstances at home. 
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You may choose to participate in this home prayer simply by using this text, or by 
adding into it the printed text of Pastor Linman’s sermon, or by adding one or 
more of the clip-based worship videos, or by engaging the entire worship video.  
Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps a table. You may wish to light a candle 
near where you pray. One person may lead in this acclamation and then pray the 
Prayer of the Day.  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY                         
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of 
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Then the readings for this Sunday may be read, as follows: 
 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32  
 
A reading from Ezekiel. 
 
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the chil-
dren’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no 
more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent 
as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 
  25Yet you say, “The way of the LORD is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is 
my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away 
from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity 
that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from 
the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall 
save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all the transgres-
sions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the 
house of Israel says, “The way of the LORD is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my 
ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 



 

 

 
  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your 
ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise 
iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you 
have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why 
will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, 
says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
This Psalm is sung or read in response to the First Reading: 
 
 
Music may be found at: 
https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20200927/playlist 
 
PSALM 25:1-9 
                                            
 1To | you, O LORD, 
  I lift | up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your | ways, O LORD, 
  and teach | me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
 6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 
  for they are from | everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love 
        and for the sake of your good- | ness, O LORD. 
 8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
 9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
  and teach the low- | ly your way.  



 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13 
 
A reading from Philippians.  
 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any shar-
ing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the 
same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do noth-
ing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than 
yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 
others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, although being in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but relinquished it all, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God, the Father. 
  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will 
and to work for God’s good pleasure. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
23When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you 
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I 
do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say 
to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we 
are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, 
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority 
I am doing these things. 
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he 
changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and 
he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his fa-
ther?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collec-
tors and the prostitutes are going into the dominion of God ahead of you. 32For 
John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the 
tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did 
not change your minds and believe him.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Having read these readings, think of this:  
 
Though the Ten Commandments say that punishment for the iniquity of parents 
will go on to the third and fourth generation, the prophet Ezekiel says otherwise.  
We shall be punished for only our own sins.  Then the prophet counsels us to get a 
new heart.  This prophetic word is still very hard: our own sins are way enough for 
serious punishment; like the sons in the parable, we are often the ones who boldly 
say yes to the will of God and then do nothing.  And how shall we get a new heart?  
But the Gospel according to Matthew has begun to turn toward the story of the 
cross, and in this Sunday’s narrative Jesus stands in the temple, mysterious in his 
authority, warning the world’s authorities, and showing mercy to serious outsiders 
and sinners.  Paul shows us where that mystery goes: through Christ’s death and 
resurrection, God is at work in us.  For a new heart, we are together given the 
mind of Christ.  There is indeed much consolation, compassion and sharing of the 
Spirit in this word.  Starting again, in humility, we may look to the needs of others 
in a profoundly needy world. 
 
 
 
At this point, read or listen to Pastor Linman’s Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  
sermon. It may be found in the RELC News, on the RELC website, or at 
https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20200927/playlist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

You might now sing the following hymn. Music may be found at 
 https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20200927/playlist 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY #806 

 



 

 

 
Then pray these intercessions: 
 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and 
all those in need, responding to each petition with the words “Hear our laments, 
and receive our prayers.”  
A brief silence.  
 
Throughout the globe is the church: many assemblies are postponed by the virus, 
our songs quieted, our leaders searching for new ways forward. A brief silence.  
That you will continue to inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ, we pray 
to you, faithful God.  
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers.  
 
Around us nature is strained: polar ice is melting, excessive rains ravage the land, 
fires consume forests, fields, and homes, and animals are deprived of habitat. A 
brief silence. That you will preserve and protect the earth, we pray to you, mighty 
God: 
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers.  
 
Around us is a needy world: governments allow injustice, violence threatens stabil-
ity, people experience prejudice, reforms are thwarted, workers are unemployed, 
medical facilities are strained, children are abused. A brief silence. That you will 
save the people in all the nations of the world, we pray to you, compassionate God:  
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers.  
  
In our nation’s courts, we see justice delayed and justice denied. Yet we thank you 
for the life of Ruth Bader Ginsburg and for her passion for equality under the law. 
A brief silence. That you will uphold honest judges and insightful juries throughout 
our criminal justice system, and that you will assist our nation in its task of filling 
the Supreme Court, we pray to you, righteous God: 
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers.  
 
Around us are the sick: there is starvation, the virus continues, many persons re-
ceive no medical attention, our neighbors and dear ones are ill, especially Barb 
Jensen,  Charlotte Boeck, David Collins, Don Hansen, Karen Huff, Lyle Kubly, 
Jack Mulloy, Gretchen Zeltner, and those we name here before you: A brief si-
lence. That you will bless all ministries of care and will relieve the suffering of 
those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit, we pray to you, merciful God.  
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers.  



 

 

 
Nearby are needs of which we are unaware. A brief silence. That you will send 
your holy angels to uphold all who face personal troubles, we pray to you, benevo-
lent God: 
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers.  
 
Inside many hearts there is both joy and sorrow. We pray now for ourselves: A 
longer period of silence. That you will give us new hearts and a new spirit, we pray 
to you, loving God.  
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers.  
 
Before us lived countless of the faithful — the famous and the forgotten, our rela-
tives and strangers. We lament their deaths, and we praise their witness.  A brief si-
lence.  That we may confess Jesus Christ as Lord through our life and at our death, 
we pray to you, eternal God.  
Hear our laments, and receive our prayers. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Now read or sing the following Hymn. Accompaniment is at  
https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20200927/playlist 

 
HYMN #517 

 

 



 

 

Then conclude with these prayers: 
 
Let us pray. 
 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to 
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor  
and glory forever.  
Amen. 
 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial, 
And deliver us from evil, 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.   
Amen. 
 
Then speak the Blessing: 
 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
We cannot now celebrate the Holy Communion. But you can pray at your table in 
your home, a table which always echoes the Holy Supper. Christ is always present 
at your meal. Your meal is holy. Here is one prayer you might use, at breakfast, 
lunch, or dinner, to celebrate that presence. 
 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, 
and let this food to us be blessed. 
Blessed be God, who is our Bread, 
may all the world be clothed and fed. 
 
 
 
Readings for the Week:  
 
Monday Psalm 28. Tuesday (Michael and All Angels) Revelation 12:7-12.  
Wednesday (commemoration of Jerome, translator, teacher, died 420) Judges 16:23-31.  
Thursday Psalm 80:7-15. Friday Philippians 2:14-18; 3:1-4a. Saturday Jeremiah 6:1-10.  
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost (commemoration of Francis of Assisi, renewer of the 
church, died 1226; Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society, died 1864) Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:7-15; 
Philippians 3:4b-14, Matthew 21:33-46. 
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