
Dear members of God’s family at Resurrection Church,  

 

On this festival of the Baptism of our Lord, today’s readings invite us to see how 

the Spirit present at Jesus’ baptism was also active in the beginning at the creation 

and is with us also even today. If you are able, join the congregation with your own 

worship at home at 10am on Sunday or otherwise engage our home worship re-

sources in ways appropriate to your circumstances. 
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You may choose to participate in this home prayer simply by using this text, or by 

adding into it the printed text of Pastor Linman’s sermon, or by adding one or 

more of the clip-based worship videos, or by engaging in the entire worship video. 

Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps a table. You may wish to light a candle 

near where you pray. One person may lead in this acclamation and then pray the 

Prayer of the Day. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                         
Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the wa-

ters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow 

after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Then the readings for this Sunday may be read, as follows: 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5     
 

A reading from Genesis. 

 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 

swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 

was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from 

the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness God called Night. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



This Psalm is sung or read in response to the First Reading. Music may be found at: 

https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210110/playlist 

 

PSALM 29 

 
 1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 

 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.  

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 

 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 

 7The voice | of the LORD 

  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 

 8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.  

 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 

 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 

 11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.  

 

 

SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7 

 

A reading from Acts.  

 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came 

to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the 

Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even 

heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then Paul said, “Into what then were you bap-

tized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the 



baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come af-

ter him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the 

Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon 

them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about 

twelve of them. 

 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11  

 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 1st chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 

the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with 

a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 

“After me the one who is more powerful than I is coming; the thong of whose san-

dals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized you with water; but 

the one who is coming will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

  9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John 

in the Jordan. 10And just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw the heav-

ens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came 

from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Having read these readings, think of this:  

 

Many people go out to John, confessing their sins and hoping his baptism will be 

the sign of a new age, an indication of God creating all things anew.  We, too, 

hope for such a new beginning and we, too, have been baptized, confessing our 

sins.  Jesus also is baptized, hidden among us sinners, joining us in longing for a 

new age.  But, in the text, only he sees something utterly new: the torn-open heav-

ens and the descending dove.  Only he hears the voice of God declaring him the 

beloved Son.  But we hear too!  This voice over the waters comes here, where we 

are reading these texts.  Jesus Christ, whose identity continues to be hidden in 

Mark’s Gospel until he is finally hidden by the crucifixion, is revealed to us as liv-

ing in the word and sacraments of the church, a word we today may hear in our 

homes.  In encountering Jesus Christ, we see and hear the holy Trinity, the Voice 

from above the heavens, the Son in the water, and the descending Spirit, making all 

things new, as if the creation of Genesis 1 is all around us again, as if Noah’s flood 

is finally over.  Our baptism gathers us into the life of the Trinity, making us, like 

the ancient Christian Ephesians, witnesses to this new creation. 

 

 

At this point, read or listen to Pastor Linman’s Baptism of Our Lord 

 Sermon. It may be found in the RELC News, on the RELC website, or at: 

https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210110/playlist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



You might now sing the following hymn. Music may be found at 

 https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210110/playlist 

 

   HYMN OF THE DAY #455 

 
 

 



On this Sunday of the baptism of our Lord, let us offer our prayers for all in need, 

responding to each petition with words from today’s psalm, “Give us your bless-

ings of peace.” 

 

A brief silence. 

 

For the worldwide church; for those who minister in the church; for all who will be 

baptized this year; and for their godparents and sponsors: that the Holy Spirit will 

empower all the faithful for lives of service, let us pray. 

A brief silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. 

Give us your blessings of peace. 

 

For the waters of the earth; for the seas, the lakes, the rivers; for the wells that pro-

vide drinking water; and for the water that is piped into our homes: that God pro-

vide clean and nourishing water for all living things, let us pray. 

A brief silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. 

Give us your blessings of peace. 

 

For the nations of the world and their leaders; for international efforts to prevent 

war and reduce violence; for the armed forces; for police officers; and for peace-

makers: that God inspire all people to work for the harmonious well-being of oth-

ers, let us pray. 

A brief silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. 

Give us your blessings of peace. 

 

For students; for teachers and school administrators; for parents assisting their chil-

dren in home schooling; and for young people who are finding a way toward grad-

uation: that as the academic year resumes, God give resilience to everyone in the 

search for education, let us pray.   

A brief silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. 

Give us your blessings of peace. 

 

For all who are in trouble, want, or sickness; for the countless who are suffering 

with Covid; for medical workers; for people who are hungry or homeless, impris-

oned or lonely; and for those we name here: Linnea Hoppe, Bob Hoppe, Olivia 

Hoppe, Barb Jensen, Charlotte Boeck, Gretchen Zeltner,  



Lynn Kiewel, John Beston, Frank Fuelling, Phillip Swingler, Michael Chaffier, 

Maria Liwski, Grant Aldonis, Angie, Kyler, Debbie, Kat, Lee Hanson and the  

family of Don Hanson. That God grant health and wholeness to a world so filled 

with pain, let us pray. 

A brief silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. 

Give us your blessings of peace. 

 

For ourselves: that we rejoice in our adoption as members of God’s family, and 

that now in this silence we bring to God our heart’s requests, let us pray.  

A longer period of silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. 

Give us your blessings of peace. 

 

In gratitude for our beloved dead, especially Don Hanson, we offer our praise for 

all the baptized who have accompanied us and supported us and taught us through-

out our days; that at our end we join with them in everlasting joy, let us pray.  

A brief silence. 

O God, give strength to your people. 

Give us your blessings of peace. 

 

Almighty and most merciful God, you are the mighty Voice from heaven, you are 

our beloved Savior, you are the descending Dove. We give you thanks for all your 

goodness and tender mercies, and we ask you to accept our prayers for the sake of 

your mercy, today and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



You might now sing the following hymn. Music may be found at 

 https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210110/playlist 

 

   HYMN #305 

 



Then conclude with these prayers: 

 

Let us pray. 

 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

 

Holy God,  

Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness,  

we hear your Word in the Scriptures,  

proclaiming to us your wisdom  

and inviting us to follow your call.  

For speaking this Word, we thank you, O God. 

 We thank you, O God.    

 

Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother,  

who preached your righteousness, healed the sick,  

and revived the brokenhearted.     

For giving us this Word, we worship you, O God.  

We worship you, O God.  

 

By your Spirit bless all who receive this Word, 

that upheld by the mystery of the body of Christ,  

we may be light for the world,  

revealing the brilliance of your Son.  

For sustaining us with your Word, we praise you, O God.  

We praise you, O God. 

 

Blessed are you, holy God, around us, with us, and in us,   

now and forever. Amen. 

 Amen. 

 

 



Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, 

On earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, 

And deliver us from evil, 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever.   

Amen. 

  

Then speak the Blessing: 

 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

We cannot now celebrate the Holy Communion. But you can pray at your table in your 

home, a table which always echoes the Holy Supper. Christ is always present at your 

meal. Your meal is holy. Here is one prayer you might use, at breakfast, lunch, or dinner, 

to celebrate that presence. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, 

and let this food to us be blessed. 

Blessed be God, who is our Bread, 

may all the world be clothed and fed. 

 

Readings for the Week:  

 
Monday Psalm 69:1-5, 30-36. Tuesday Acts 22:2-16.  

Wednesday Isaiah 41:14-20. Thursday Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18. Friday (commemoration of 

Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, 1968) Acts 13:16-25.  

Saturday 1 Samuel 2:21-25. Second Sunday after Epiphany (commemoration of Antony of 

Egypt, renewer of the church, c. 356; Pachomius, renwer of the church, 346) 1 Samuel 3:1-10 

[11-20]; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51. 
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