
Dear members of God’s family at Resurrection Church,  

 

Today’s readings invite us to engage the confounding logic of God’s ways ulti-

mately focused on suffering, the cross and the resurrection, with the promise of our 

finding life in faith for Jesus’ sake, and the sake of the gospel. If you are able, join 

the congregation with your own worship at home at 10am on Sunday or otherwise 

engage our home worship resources in ways appropriate to your circumstances. 
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You may choose to participate in this home prayer simply by using this text, or by 

adding into it the printed text of Pastor Linman’s sermon, or by adding one or 

more of the clip-based worship videos, or by engaging in the entire worship video. 

Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps a table. You may wish to light a candle 

near where you pray. One person may lead in this acclamation and then pray the 

Prayer of the Day. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                         
Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful 

death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that 

we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen.  

 

 

Then the readings for this Sunday may be read, as follows: 

 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

 
A reading from Genesis. 

 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to 

him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my 

covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then 

Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with 

you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your 

name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ances-

tor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make 

nations of you, and rulers shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant be-

tween me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for 

an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 



  15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but 

Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by 

her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; rulers of peoples shall come 

from her.” 

 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
This Psalm is sung or read in response to the First Reading. Music may be found at: 

https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210228/playlist 

 

 

PSALM 22:23-31 

 
 23You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s | line, give glory. 

  Stand in awe of the Lord, all you off- | spring of Israel. 

 24For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;  

       neither is the Lord‘s face hid- | den from them; 

  but when they cry out, | the Lord hears them. 

 25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the Lord. 

 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts | live forever!  

 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the Lord; 

  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 

 28For dominion belongs | to the Lord, 

  who rules o- | ver the nations. 

 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 

  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead,  

        shall kneel be- | fore the Lord. 

 30Their descendants shall | serve the Lord, 

  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 

 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 

  saying to them, “The | Lord has acted!”  

  

 

 

 



SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 

 
A reading from Romans.  

 
13The promise that Abraham would inherit the world did not come to him or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the ad-

herents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 
15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace 

and be guaranteed to all Abraham’s descendants, not only to the adherents of the 

law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of 

us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the pres-

ence of the God in whom Abraham believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 

into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, Abraham be-

lieved that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was 

said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when 

he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about 

a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No 

distrust made Abraham waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong 

in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to 

do what God had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as right-

eousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his 

sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in the one who 

raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our tres-

passes and was raised for our justification. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 8:31-38 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 8th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
31Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and 

be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 

three days rise again. 32 Jesus said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside 



and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Pe-

ter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 

things but on human things.” 

  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to be-

come my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 

me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 

for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit 

them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in 

return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adul-

terous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 

comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Having read these readings, think of this:  
 

In Mark, Jesus’ identity is a secret until it is told openly in the church after his 

death and resurrection.  But in today’s Gospel reading, the first of three “passion 

predictions” in Mark, Jesus speaks boldly and openly about that coming death.  All 

three of the passion predictions are accompanied with words about our disciple-

ship. Today, resisting Peter, Jesus makes clear that this discipleship involves hon-

esty about death.  “Taking up the cross” is not self-torture.  There is already 

enough suffering in the world.  Rather it is telling the truth that we die and it is be-

ing ready to suffer for the gospel if we must.  So Peter did suffer martyrdom.  But 

death is never the last word.  By the power of the Spirit poured out from Christ’s 

death, we are brought to faith like the faith of Abraham — trust in the God who 

gives life to the dead; trust from two old people who were “as good as dead.”  In 

the resurrection, Jesus our Lord is made alive.  By baptism God makes us alive to-

gether with Christ.  Like Abraham and Sarah, we too are given a new identity: we 

are named children of God and co-heirs with Christ.  And we are turned in love 

and service towards all those many people who are being invited also to trust in 

God like Abraham and Sarah. 

 

 

At this point, read or listen to Pastor Linman’s Second Sunday of Lent 

 Sermon. It may be found in the RELC News, on the RELC website, or at: 

https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210228/playlist 

 



You might now sing the following hymn. Music may be found at 

 https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210228/playlist 

 

                                   HYMN OF THE DAY #667 

 



Then pray these intercessions: 
 

On this second Sunday in Lent, let us pray for the church and for all people in 

need, responding to each petition with words from today’s psalm, “hear us, we 

pray.”  

A brief silence. 

 

God of mercy and might, bless your church throughout the world. Uphold those 

believers who suffer for the sake of your gospel. Strengthen the faith of all the bap-

tized, and make your presence felt by those unable to assemble for worship.  

A brief silence. 

When we cry out, O faithful God, 

hear us, we pray.  

 

As this week we commemorate John and Charles Wesley, we ask you to bless the 

Methodist churches around the globe. Unite them in the promises of baptism, and 

in due time return us all to the joy of singing the hymns that Charles wrote.   

A brief silence. 

When we cry out, O warm-hearted God,  

hear us, we pray.  

 

Bless the earth. Save the animals and their habitats from wild and uncontrolled 

weather. Teach humanity to live respectful of nature and to join you in tending to 

creation’s well-being. We ask you to smile also on Mars.  

A brief silence 

When we cry out, O wondrous God, 

hear us, we pray.  

 

Bless the nations of the world. Raise up advocates for peace and justice within and 

between nations. Give life where hope seems dead; call into existence new realities 

we cannot even imagine. Lead all people around the world to receive the Covid 

vaccine with gratitude to you. Grant to our Congress the wisdom and the will to 

improve the lives of all our residents.  

A brief silence. 

When we cry out, O righteous God,  

hear us, we pray.  

 

Bless all who suffer in body, mind, and spirit. We beg that you bring to an end to 

the pandemic. Restore medical systems, and comfort all who are sick or dying. 



Lead us out of the practices of discrimination. Bring vindication for victims of in-

justice and relief to oppressed minorities. We remember before you: Judy Jaquette, 

John Showman, Grant Aldonis, Barb Jensen, Charlotte Boeck, Gretchen Zeltner, 

Lynn Kiewel, John Beston, Frank Feulling, Phillip Swingler, Michael Chaffier and 

family, Maria Liwski, Angie, Debbie and Kat.  

A brief silence. 

When we cry out, O benevolent God, 

hear us, we pray.  

 

Bless families: those in our community, those waiting at national borders, those 

whose struggles are known only to you. Keep children safe; sustain expectant par-

ents and those facing infertility; protect women in childbirth. Accompany everyone 

who lives alone. Equip the ministries and services of church and state that attend to 

families in their needs.  

A brief silence. 

When we cry out, O loving God, 

hear us, we pray.  

 

Fill each one of us with hope, and receive our personal prayers. 

A brief silence. 

When we cry out, O gracious God, 

hear us, we pray.  

 

Praises to you, O God, for centuries of saints whose faithfulness inspires our Len-

ten journey. Bless those who mourn the half million dead of the virus. Be our way, 

our truth, our life, and strengthen our faith in the gift of your final salvation.  

A brief silence. 

When we cry out, O everlasting God, 

hear us, we pray.  

 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O God, holy and mighty, holy and 

immortal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



You might now sing the following hymn. Music may be found at 

 https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210228/playlist 

 

   HYMN #808 

 



Then conclude with these prayers: 
 

Let us pray. 

 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

 

Holy God, our living Water, our faithful Companion, our true Guide, by your 

Word you created a world with rivers and seas, wells and springs, and in mercy 

you provided water for your people in the wilderness. For your Word with the wa-

ter of baptism, we thank you, O God.  

We thank you, O God.  

 

We praise you for Christ, who joined us in our desert, calling us to righteousness, 

granting forgiveness, and walking with us into newness of life. For Jesus, your gra-

cious Word, we glorify you, O God.  

We glorify you, O God.  

 

Through these days of Lent we plead for your Spirit, that strengthened by your 

Word, we may care for others and for the world you made, and work for justice 

and peace for all. For your Word in our hearts and minds, we praise you, O God.  

We praise you, O God.  

 

Receive our thanksgiving, and grant us your blessing, Holy God, now and forever. 

Amen.  
 

 

 

 

 
 



Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, 

On earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial, 

And deliver us from evil, 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever.   

Amen. 

  

Then speak the Blessing: 

 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

We cannot now celebrate the Holy Communion. But you can pray at your table in your 

home, a table which always echoes the Holy Supper. Christ is always present at your 

meal. Your meal is holy. Here is one prayer you might use, at breakfast, lunch, or dinner, 

to celebrate that presence. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, 

and let this food to us be blessed. 

Blessed be God, who is our Bread, 

may all the world be clothed and fed. 
 

Readings for the Week:  

 
Monday (commemoration of George Herbert, hymnwriting, 1633) Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45. 

Tuesday (commemoration of John Wesley, 1791; Charles Wesley, 1788; renewers of the 

church) Hebrews 11:1-3, 13-19.  Wednesday Jeremiah 30:12-22. Thursday Psalm 19.  

Friday Exodus 19:9b-15. Saturday Exodus 19:16-25. Third Sunday in Lent (commemoration 

of Perpetua and Felicity and companions, martyrs at Carthage, 202) Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm19;  

1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22.  
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