
 

 

Dear members of God’s family at Resurrection Church,  

 

Today we enter into the sacred drama of Holy Week when we are taken more 

deeply into the central realities of our faith. If you are able, join the congregation 

with your own worship at home at 10am on Sunday or otherwise engage our 

home worship resources in ways appropriate to your circumstances. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion 

March 28, 2021 

Our Common Prayer at Home 
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Light a candle.  If you wish, set out on a table in front of you a green branch of any 

kind or a palm branch you may have been able to get safely from your congrega-

tion.  Then speak this acclamation: 
 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

  

Then read the “Processional Gospel” of Palm Sunday: 

 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 

Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of 

you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been 

ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say 

this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and 

found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the 

bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what 

Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and 

threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, 

and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went 

ahead and those who followed were shouting,  

 “Hosanna! 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

  10Blessed is the coming dominion of our ancestor David! 

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

  11Then Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked 

around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

About this reading:  When in the past we have read this text in church and carried 

the palm branches, we were celebrating the presence of Jesus Christ coming 

among us as we began all the services of this Holy Week.  But you may trust that 

Christ comes also now to your home, to be with you as you begin this week of 

prayer, apart from others but still together with the whole church.  Blessed indeed 

is the One who comes! 
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If you have a hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, you might now read or sing: 

https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210328/playlist 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY #344 
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One Person may pray the PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the passion of your Son you offer 

your infinite life to the world. Gather us around the cross of Christ, and preserve us 

until the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 
Then the readings for this Sunday may be read, as follows: 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 
4The Lord GOD has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning Lord GOD wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 7The Lord GOD helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8the one who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM 31:9-16 may be spoken or sung in response to the First Reading:  

https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210328/playlist 

 

 

   9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I | am in trouble; 
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly. 
 10For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing; 
  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are consumed. 
 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors,  

        a dismay to | my acquaintances; 
  when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 
 12Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind; 
  I am as useless as a | broken pot.  
 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around; 
  they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life. 
 14But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD. 
  I have said, “You | are my God. 
 15My times are | in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
  save me in your | steadfast love.”  

 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11 

 

A reading from Philippians. 

 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, although being in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but relinquished it all, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
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  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 15:1-39 

 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 

scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him 

over to Pilate. 2Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered 

him, “You say so.” 3Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 4Pilate 

asked him again, “Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against 

you.” 5But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 

  6Now at the festival Pilate used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom 

they asked. 7Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had 

committed murder during the insurrection. 8So the crowd came and began to ask 

Pilate to do for them according to his custom. 9Then he answered them, “Do you 

want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” 10For he realized that it was out 

of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. 11But the chief priests 

stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. 12Pilate spoke 

to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of 

the Jews?” 13They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 14Pilate asked them, “Why, what 

evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” 15So Pilate, wish-

ing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he 

handed him over to be crucified. 

 

 

Choir Anthem: Lamentations of Jeremiah, Lesson 1      Timothy L. Krueger 
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  16Then the soldiers led Jesus into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the gover-

nor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. 17And they clothed 

him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on 

him. 18And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19They struck his 

head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 20After mock-

ing him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. 

Then they led him out to crucify him. 

  21They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry 

his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22Then they 

brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 
23And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24And they 

crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what 

each should take. 

 

Choir Anthem: Lamentations of Jeremiah, Lesson 2      Timothy L. Krueger 

 

  25It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26The inscription 

of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27And with him they cruci-

fied two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. 29Those who passed by de-

rided him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the tem-

ple and build it in three days, 30 save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 
31In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him 

among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32Let the 

Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see 

and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. 

  33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the after-

noon. 34At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 

sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
35When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” 
36And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to 

him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 
37Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain of the temple 

was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39Now when the centurion, who stood facing 

him, saw that in this way Jesus breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was 

God’s Son!” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Choir Anthem: Lamentations of Jeremiah, Lesson 3      Timothy L. Krueger 
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Having read these readings, think of this:  

 

As the Psalm today says, fear is certainly all around.  This story of the suffering of 

Christ powerfully fits our time, and we can recognize ourselves in the fearful 

crowd, if not also in the betrayers and  killers.  But why does God in Christ enter 

into such agonies?  To plant hope and life and God’s very self deep in all human 

suffering, so that from now on there is no place of hurt and sorrow where Jesus 

Christ is not there first.  To defeat all dread and death and sin, so that we might no 

longer live in fear.  To plant the mind of Christ in us, so that we might turn to our 

neighbor in love. 

 

 

 

 

At this point, read or listen to Pastor Linman’s Palm Sunday Sermon. It may be 

found in the RELC News, on the RELC website, or at: 

https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210328/playlist 
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If you have a hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, you might now read or 

sing: https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210328/playlist 

 

HYMN #351 
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Then you might pray together these prayers for our church and world: 

 
On this Sunday of the Passion, we pray for all in need, responding to each petition 

with words from today’s psalm, “save us in your steadfast love.” 

A brief silence. 

 

O God of majesty, mercy and might, hear and heed our fervent prayers: 

 

for the church around the world, that the faithful be nourished by your presence in 

the word, 

for bishops, pastors, and deacons, that they be strengthened for their tasks of minis-

try; for those who are providing the necessary technology for our worship at this 

time, . . . 

A brief silence. 

O holy God, we pray to you: save us in your steadfast love.  

 

For the earth, that it be saved from pollution and disregard; for endangered ani-

mals, that they and their habitats be protected; for scientists, that their knowledge 

of your earth will guide our society’s choices, . . .  

A brief silence. 

O creating God, we pray to you: save us in your steadfast love.  

 

For peace throughout the world; for an end to terrorism and religious violence; for 

all elected leaders, that they serve the common good, . . . 

A brief silence. 

O mighty God, we pray to you: save us in your steadfast love.  

 

For the countries hardest hit by the coronavirus; for the fearful and the sick and 

their families; 

for medical personnel and hospitals, . . . 

A brief silence. 

O compassionate God, we pray to you: save us in your steadfast love.  

 

For all who are facing the criminal justice system; for those wrongly accused of 

crime;  

for those who are incarcerated, that they be kept safe, . . . 

A brief silence. 

O righteous God, we pray to you: save us in your steadfast love. 

 



 

11 

For those whose needs we know, for those whose needs are hidden; for all who are 

sick, for the hungry, for the dying; for those we name here: Judy Jaquette, John 

Showman, Grant Aldonis, Barb Jensen, Charlotte Boeck, Gretchen Zeltner, Lynn 

Kiewel, John Beston, Frank Feulling, Phillip Swingler, Michael Chaffier and fam-

ily, Maria Liwski, Tucker Dean and Lisa.  

A brief silence. 

O benevolent God, we pray to you: save us in your steadfast love. 

 

And finally we pray for ourselves: 

A longer period of silence. 

O loving God, we pray to you: save us in your steadfast love.  

 

With thanks for this Holy Week; with thanks for the support of our community of 

faith; 

with thanks for the saints who struggled through life and died in you; we praise 

your salvation now and unto our end. 

A brief silence. 

O eternal God, we pray to you: save us in your steadfast love. 

 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Then conclude with these prayers: 

 
Let us pray, 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days.  Renew us in 

the gift of Baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for 

those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our 

treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, 

On earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
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Forgive us our sins 

As we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

And deliver us from evil, 

For the kingdom, the power, 

And the glory are yours, 

Now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and for-

ever. Amen 

 
We cannot now celebrate the Holy Communion. But you can pray at your table in your 

home, a table which always echoes the Holy Supper. Christ is always present at your 

meal. Your meal is holy. Here is one prayer you might use, at breakfast, lunch, or dinner, 

to celebrate that presence. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, 

and let this food to us be blessed. 

Blessed be God, who is our Bread, 

may all the world be clothed and fed. 

 

 
Readings for the Week:  

 
Monday (commemoration of Hans Nielsen Hauge, renewer of the church, 1824) Psalm 36:5-11.  

Tuesday 1 Corinthians 1:18-31.  Wednesday (commemoration of John Donne, poet, 1631) 

Isaiah 50:4-9a. Maundy Thursday 1 Corinthians 11:23-26. Good Friday John 18:1—19:42. 

Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Day (commemoration of Benedict the African, confessor, 

1589) Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or Acts 

10:34-43; Mark 16:1-8 or John 20:1-18.   

  
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Hymn #344. Hymn #351. All rights reserved. Used with permission under 

ONE LICENSE #A-713051.  
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