
Dear members of God’s family at Resurrection Church,  

 

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia! Today we continue our celebrations 

of Eastertide as the day’s readings continue to unfold what Christ’s victory of life 

over death means for us and for the world. If you are able, join the congregation 

with your own worship at home at 10am on Sunday or otherwise engage our 

home worship resources in ways appropriate to your circumstances. 
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You may choose to participate in this home prayer simply by using this text, or by 

adding into it the printed text of Pastor Linman’s sermon, or by adding one or 

more of the clip-based worship videos, or by engaging in the entire worship video. 

Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps a table. You may wish to light a candle 

near where you pray. One person may lead in this acclamation and then pray the 

Prayer of the Day. 

 
Alleluia.  Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen. 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY                         
Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the 

grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all 

that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Then the readings for this Sunday may be read, as follows: 

 

FIRST READING:  Acts 4:32-35 
 

A reading from Acts. 

 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 

one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was 

held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resur-

rection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a 

needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them, and 

brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it 

was distributed to each as any had need. 

 

 
Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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This Psalm is read in response to the First Reading. 

 

PSALM 133 
 

 1How good and how pleas- | ant it is, 

  when kindred live togeth- | er in unity! 

 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard, 

  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe.  

 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion. 

  For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore.  

 

 

SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1-2:2 
 

A reading from 1 John. 

 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 

have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, con-

cerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to 

it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to 

us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have 

communion with us; and truly our communion is with the Father and with Jesus 

Christ, the Son. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

  5This is the message we have heard from Jesus Christ and proclaim to you, that 

God is light and in God there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have com-

munion with God while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is 

true; 7but if we walk in the light as God is in the light, we have communion with 

one another, and the blood of Jesus, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say 

that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess 

our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make God a liar, and 

God’s word is not in us. 

 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. 

But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the right-

eous, 2who is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for 

the sins of the whole world. 

 

 
Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Judeans, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so 

I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Re-

ceive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you re-

tain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But 

he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger 

in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them, and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 
28Thomas said to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have come to believe.” 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book. 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing, you may have life in his 

name. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Having read these readings, think of this:  

 

We see and sometimes touch wounds all around us, but these wounds are not usu-

ally life-giving.  They are our own wounds and wounds we have caused in others.  

They are the wounds of a suffering humanity.  But they are also the wounds the 

earth has suffered, not least at our hands.  They are signs of our sin.  But Sunday 

after Sunday, through word and sacrament, we encounter Jesus Christ, and we dis-

cover that he shares our wounds.  He is risen, but the wounds of his crucifixion 

have not disappeared.  These signs of God sharing our need and death have be-

come instead the source of the Holy Spirit giving life, of forgiveness proclaimed to 

us and by us to others, and of peace in shared community.  In faith, we may see 

and touch those life-giving wounds by hearing the scriptures, by celebrating the 

holy communion, and by turning in empathy and with shared resources to our 

neighbors and our world. 

 

 

 

 

At this point, read or listen to Pastor Linman’s Second Sunday of Easter Sermon. It 

may be found in the RELC News, on the RELC website, or at: 

https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210411/playlist 
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If you have a hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, you might now read or sing: 

https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210411/playlist 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY #386 
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Then pray these intercessions: 

 
On this second Sunday of Easter, let us pray for all in any need, responding to each 

petition with the words “Send us your peace, O God.”  

A brief silence. 

 

O faithful God, grant the joy of your peace to our pastors, to all those who minister 

among us, and to all the baptized, especially during times of hardship. Help us to 

support one another’s churches, to cease rivalries, and to strengthen our ecumeni-

cal contacts. 

A brief silence. 

Hear our prayers for the church:  

Send us your peace, O God. 

  

Grant the beauty of your peace to all of nature, its springtime flowers, its wildlife, 

its terrains. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and save lands that have been misused. 

Inspire us to care for the whole of your creation.   

A brief silence. 

Hear our prayers for the earth:  

Send us your peace, O God. 

  

Grant the power of your peace to the nations of the world. Halt all impulses toward 

violence between nations, in our city streets, and inside our homes. Lead our gov-

ernment into wise decisions concerning migrants, especially the youths. Bring an 

end to ethnic prejudices in our land, and guide judges and juries to enact justice 

throughout each court proceeding.  

A brief silence. 

Hear our prayers for this country:  

Send us your peace, O God. 

 

Grant the abundance of your peace to all agencies of care in church and govern-

ment. Show us the best ways to uphold and support those in need. Inspire children 

to share. Open our hearts to a world so filled with suffering, and make us always 

more generous with the gifts you have given us.  

A brief silence. 

Hear our prayers for a world of good will: 

Send us your peace, O God. 
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Grant the well-being of your peace to all who suffer. Visit all who are ill, espe-

cially those suffering from Covid-19, those without access to the vaccines, and 

those with strained medical resources. Comfort with your merciful presence those 

who are distanced from family and friends and all who are lonely or distressed. Re-

ceive our prayers especially for: Family of Judy Jaquette, John Showman, Grant 

Aldonis, Barb Jensen, Charlotte Boeck, Gretchen Zeltner, Lynn Kiewel, John 

Beston, Family of Frank Feulling, Phillip Swingler, Michael Chaffier and family, 

Maria Liwski, Tucker Dean and Lisa. 

A brief silence. 

Hear our prayers for the sick:   

Send us your peace, O God. 

 

Grant each of us the hope that comes with your peace. Comfort each of us in sor-

row, and receive our silent requests. 

A longer period of silence. 

Hear us as we pray for ourselves: 

Send us your peace, O God.  

 

We praise you for embracing your people with the wounded arms of Christ, and we 

bless you for all who died in the faith, especially Frank Fuelling. At the end of all 

things, bring us with them into your everlasting peace.  

A brief silence. 

Hear our prayers for life beyond our understanding:  

Send us your peace, O God.  

 

In praise for the new life you grant us in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trust-

ing in your never-ending goodness and mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen 
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If you have a hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, you might now read or 

sing: https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210411/playlist 

 

HYMN #390 
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Then conclude with these prayers: 

 
Let us pray, 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Praise to you, O God, for your Word of life: 

creating a wondrous universe,   

proclaiming freedom from captivity,   

becoming the song of your people.  

We praise you, O God, for your Word.  

We praise you, O God, for your Word. 

 

Your Word is made flesh among us: 

with Mary in the garden, you call us by name.  

With Thomas beholding your wounds, you call us to believe.   

With sheep of others folds, we are gathered by your voice.  

Your Word names our death and our life:   

a seed that falls into the earth and dies,   

rain and snow that come down from heaven to water the earth,   

a vine in which we abide.   

Through your Word, you appoint us to bear fruit, fruit that will last.   

We bless you, O God, for your Word. 

We bless you, O God, for your Word. 

 

By your living Word, we are witnesses of these things.   

Breathe into us your Holy Spirit.  

Open our minds to understand the scriptures.   

Give us wisdom to declare what we have heard,  

what we have seen with our eyes,  

what we have looked at and touched with our hands  

concerning the word of life.   

Fill us with strength to love, not in word or speech alone,  

but in truth and action.   

With every creature in heaven and on earth  

and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them,   

we join in the hymn of all creation, as 

we thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word. 

We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word. Amen. 
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, 

On earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 

Forgive us our sins 

As we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

And deliver us from evil, 

For the kingdom, the power, 

And the glory are yours, 

Now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. Amen 

 

Alleluia.  Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 
We cannot now celebrate the Holy Communion. But you can pray at your table in your 

home, a table which always echoes the Holy Supper. Christ is always present at your 

meal. Your meal is holy. Here is one prayer you might use, at breakfast, lunch, or dinner, 

to celebrate that presence. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, 

and let this food to us be blessed. 

Blessed be God, who is our Bread, 

may all the world be clothed and fed. 

 
Readings for the Week:  

 
Monday Psalm 135. Tuesday Daniel 6:1-28. Wednesday Isaiah 26:1-15. Thursday Psalm 4. 

Friday 1 John 2:26-28. Saturday Luke 22:24-30. Third Sunday of Easter Acts 3:12-19;  

Psalm 4; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48. 
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