
Dear members of God’s family at Resurrection Church,  

 

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia! Today’s readings continue to elabo-

rate on what Jesus’ resurrection means for our life of love and joy in Jesus’ name 

for the sake of the world. If you are able, join the congregation with your own wor-

ship at home at 10am on Sunday or otherwise engage our home worship resources 

in ways appropriate to your circumstances. 
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You may choose to participate in this home prayer simply by using this text, or by 

adding into it the printed text of Pastor Linman’s sermon, or by adding one or 

more of the clip-based worship videos, or by engaging in the entire worship video. 

Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps a table. You may wish to light a candle 

near where you pray. One person may lead in this acclamation and then pray the 

Prayer of the Day. 

 
Alleluia.  Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen. 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY                         
Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. 

Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may 

obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your 

Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Then the readings for this Sunday may be read, as follows: 

 

FIRST READING:  Acts 10:44-48 
 

A reading from Acts. 

 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 
45The believers from among the Jewish people who had come with Peter were 

astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 
46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 
47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the 

Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So Peter ordered them to be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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This Psalm is read or sung in response to the First Reading. Music may be found at: 

https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210509/playlist 

 

PSALM 98 
 

 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 

 2O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.  

 5Sing to the LORD| with the harp, 

  with the harp and the | voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 

  shout with joy before the | king, the LORD. 

 7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 

  the world and those who | dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD,  

        who comes to | judge the earth. 

 9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 

  and the peo- | ples with equity.  

 

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 
 

A reading from 1 John. 

 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and every-

one who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the chil-

dren of God, when we love God and obey God’s commandments. 3For the love of 

God is this, that we obey the commandments, which are not burdensome, 4for 

whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers 

the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes 

that Jesus is the Son of God? 
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  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 

only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for 

the Spirit is the truth. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 
10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 

Father’s commandments and abide in my Father’s love. 11I have said these things 

to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You 

are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any 

longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have 

called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard 

from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to 

go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you 

ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one 

another.” 

 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Having read these readings, think of this:  

 

As in the synoptic Gospels, both the Gospel according to John and the First Letter 

of John articulate two commandments: we should love God and we should love 

each other.  But even if these commandments are “not burdensome,” we often do 

not keep them.  Are we then really children and friends of God?  In answer to our 

failure and sin, God gives the witness that overcomes the world: the Spirit, the wa-

ter, and the blood.  The Spirit enables us to trust that Jesus comes among us by the 

water of his baptism and by the blood of his cross. More: these things come to us, 

when we are in assembly and even when we are alone.  As Jesus dies he gives over 

the Spirit to be among us and teach us.  The water has not been withheld from us 

and, like Cornelius and his family, we have been baptized into him. We have re-

ceived and we will receive again his blood in the holy communion.  Spirit, water 

and blood testify to us that we are indeed children of God, forgiven and formed 

anew as friends to turn to our neighbor in love. 

 

 

At this point, read or listen to Pastor Linman’s Sixth Sunday of Easter Sermon. It 

may be found in the RELC News, on the RELC website, or at: 

https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210509/playlist 
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If you have a hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, you might now read or sing: 

https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210509/playlist 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY #343 
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Then pray these intercessions: 

Remembering the life of Nicolaus Zinzendorf, we pray on this sixth Sunday of 

Easter for the Moravian Church, for the baptized around the world, and for all peo-

ple according to their needs, responding to each petition with the words “fill us 

with your love.” 

A brief silence. 

 

O triune God, we praise you for your wondrous love, for the witness of Moravian 

Christians, and for the steadfastness of believers throughout this pandemic. When-

ever churches face hardship or challenge, strengthen us in affection within and be-

tween denominations.   

A brief silence. 

Hear us, loving God:  

fill us with your love. 

 

We praise you for the beauty of spring, and we stand in awe of even the hungry ci-

cadas.  Wherever creation is beckoning us to lives of ecological restraint, teach us 

your care of our earth.    

A brief silence. 

Hear us, creating God. 

fill us with your love.  

 

We praise you for all efforts to achieve peace throughout the world. Wherever vio-

lence prevails, wherever brutality silences protest, wherever prejudice reigns, 

wherever the rich oppress the poor, lead us and all nations into the ways of justice.    

A brief silence. 

Hear us, righteous God:  

fill us with your love.  

 

We praise you for the gradual lessening of the pandemic and for your gift of vac-

cines. Wherever the virus still rages, wherever medical resources are depleted, 

wherever medical advice is rejected, extend the power of your healing hand. Be 

present with all who today will die, and visit all who are sick or suffering, espe-

cially: Jeanne Broyhill, Effie Stallsmith, Maggie Mount, Joan Carr, Lee Hanson, 

Malcolm Stark, Norm Olsen, Barb Jensen, Charlotte Boeck, Lynn Kiewel, John 

Beston, Phillip Swingler, Michael Chaffier and Family, Maria Liwski, Tucker 

Dean, and Lisa. 

A brief silence. 

Hear us, healing God: 

fill us with your love.  
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We praise you for the loving support of mothers to their children. Bless mothers, 

stepmothers, foster mothers, godmothers, and all of each gender who give mother-

ing care. Protect mothers in societies where women have few rights. Comfort those 

who grieve because they cannot mother a child. Wherever children are deprived of 

mothering, provide responsible and affectionate care. 

A brief silence. 

Hear us, mothering God: 

fill us with your love.  

 

We praise you for calling yourself our friend. Receive now the petitions of our own 

hearts. 

A longer period of silence. 

Hear us, dearest God: 

fill us with your love.  

 

We praise you for the witness of all who have died in the faith, especially for Nico-

laus Zinzendorf, the apostle Matthias, and those we name in our hearts. Keep us 

united with all your children until we join them in your presence forever.  

A brief silence. 

Hear us, everlasting God: 

fill us with your love.  

 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 

never-ending goodness and mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
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If you have a hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, you might now read or 

sing: https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210502/playlist 

 

HYMN #836 
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Then conclude with these prayers: 

 
Let us pray, 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Praise to you, O God, for your Word of life: 

creating a wondrous universe,   

proclaiming freedom from captivity,   

becoming the song of your people.  

We praise you, O God, for your Word.  

We praise you, O God, for your Word. 

 

Your Word is made flesh among us: 

with Mary in the garden, you call us by name.  

With Thomas beholding your wounds, you call us to believe.   

With sheep of others folds, we are gathered by your voice.  

Your Word names our death and our life:   

a seed that falls into the earth and dies,   

rain and snow that come down from heaven to water the earth,   

a vine in which we abide.   

Through your Word, you appoint us to bear fruit, fruit that will last.   

We bless you, O God, for your Word. 

We bless you, O God, for your Word. 

 

By your living Word, we are witnesses of these things.   

Breathe into us your Holy Spirit.  

Open our minds to understand the scriptures.   

Give us wisdom to declare what we have heard,  

what we have seen with our eyes,  

what we have looked at and touched with our hands  

concerning the word of life.   

Fill us with strength to love, not in word or speech alone,  

but in truth and action.   

With every creature in heaven and on earth  

and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them,   

we join in the hymn of all creation, as 

we thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word. 

We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word. Amen. 
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, 

On earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 

Forgive us our sins 

As we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

And deliver us from evil, 

For the kingdom, the power, 

And the glory are yours, 

Now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. Amen 

 

Alleluia.  Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

We cannot now celebrate the Holy Communion. But you can pray at your table in your 

home, a table which always echoes the Holy Supper. Christ is always present at your 

meal. Your meal is holy. Here is one prayer you might use, at breakfast, lunch, or dinner, 

to celebrate that presence. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, 

and let this food to us be blessed. 

Blessed be God, who is our Bread, 

may all the world be clothed and fed. 

 
Readings for the Week:  

 
Monday Psalm 93. Tuesday 1 Timothy 6:13-16. Wednesday Deuteronomy 11:18-21.  

Thursday (Ascension of Our Lord) Luke 24:44-53. Friday (Matthias, Apostle) Luke 6:12-16. 

Saturday John 16:4-11. Seventh Sunday of Easter Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1;  

1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19. 

  
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Hymn #343, Outside USA: Music © 1924 John Ireland, admin. The John Ireland Trust, UK. 
Hymn #836. All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713051.  
 
Liturgical elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used with permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006914. 


