
Dear members of God’s family at Resurrection Church,  

 

Blessing in Jesus’ name on this Day of Pentecost. Today’s readings help us to un-

derstand the significance of the coming of the Holy Spirit into our life together in 

the church. If you are able, join the congregation with your own worship at 

home at 10am on Sunday or otherwise engage our home worship resources in 

ways appropriate to your circumstances. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Day of Pentecost 

May 23, 2021 

Our Common Prayer at Home 
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You may choose to participate in this home prayer simply by using this text, or by 

adding into it the printed text of Pastor Linman’s sermon, or by adding one or 

more of the clip-based worship videos, or by engaging in the entire worship video. 

Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps a table. You may wish to light a candle 

near where you pray. One person may lead in this acclamation and then pray the 

Prayer of the Day. 

 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen. 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY                         
Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the 

world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to pro-

claim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Then the readings for this Sunday may be read, as follows: 

 

FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

A reading from Ezekiel. 

 
1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and brought me out by the spirit of the 

LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2The LORD 

led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were 

very dry. 3The LORD said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O 

Lord GOD, you know." 4Then the LORD said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and 

say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD 

to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sin-

ews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and 

put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD." 
7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there 

was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, 

and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had cov-

ered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then the LORD said to me, "Prophesy 

to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: 
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Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 

live." 10I prophesied as the LORD commanded me, and the breath came into them, 

and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
11Then the LORD said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 

They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off com-

pletely.' 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am go-

ing to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I 

will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the 

LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my peo-

ple. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on 

your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, 

says the LORD." 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

This Psalm is read or sung in response to the First Reading. Music may be found 

at: https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210523/playlist 

 

PSALM 104:24-34, 35b 
 

 24How manifold are your | works, O Lord! 

  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures. 

 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number, 

  living things both | small and great. 

 26There go the ships | to and fro, 

  and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it. 

 27All of them | look to you 

  to give them their food | in due season.  

 28You give it to them; they | gather it; 

  you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 

 29When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 

  when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust. 

 30You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 

  and so you renew the face | of the earth. 

 31May the glory of the Lord en- | dure forever; 

  O Lord, rejoice in | all your works.  

 32You look at the earth | and it trembles; 

  you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 

 33I will sing to the Lord as long | as I live; 
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  I will praise my God while I | have my being. 

 34May these words of | mine please God. 

  I will rejoice | in the Lord. 

 35bBless the Lord, | O my soul. 

  Hal- | lelujah!  

 

SECOND READING: Acts 2:1-21 
 

A reading from Acts. 

 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, ap-

peared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 

ability. 

  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusa-

lem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one 

heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they 

asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, 

each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents 

of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pam-

phylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 

both Jewish-born and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we 

hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and per-

plexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and 

said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “You 

Judeans and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 

say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 

morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

 and your youth shall see visions, 

  and your elders shall dream dreams. 

 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

   and they shall prophesy. 

 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
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  and signs on the earth below, 

   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 

  and the moon to blood, 

   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

 
Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th and 16th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Fa-

ther, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, the Advocate will testify on my 

behalf. 27You also are to testify because you have been with me from the begin-

ning. 

 16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with 

you. 5But now I am going to the one who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 

‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has 

filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go 

away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will 

send the Advocate to you. 8And having come, the Advocate will prove the world 

wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because they do not 

believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will 

see me no longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been con-

demned. 

  12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When 

the Spirit of truth comes, you will be guided into all the truth; for the Spirit will not 

speak out of the Spirit’s own authority, but will speak whatever the Spirit hears, 

and will declare to you the things that are to come. 14The Spirit will glorify me, 

taking what is mine and declaring it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For 

this reason I said that the Spirit will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Having read these readings, think of this:  

 

After this long time of the pandemic and continuing national and international 

troubles, we may feel like the people in exile: bones dried up, hope lost, cut off 

completely.  The death of Jesus may seem like another sad story, far away from 

helping us.  But on this fiftieth day of the Easter feast — Pentecost — the Spirit of 

God that bears witness to God’s victory in the cross is poured into our hearts.  

With that Spirit comes the whole Easter gospel: Christ is alive; we are raised up 

with him to no longer be afraid; and the Spirit empowers us to join the witness to 

Jesus’ resurrection.  This Spirit puts life and hope and new breath within us — in 

the word we read today; in the remembrance of our baptism into Christ; and in the 

holy supper when we can safely receive it in the assembly.  In faith, we see the face 

of the weary earth being renewed, and we join the renewal by turning in love to 

our neighbors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At this point, read or listen to Pastor Linman’s Day of Pentecost Sermon. It may be 

found in the RELC News, on the RELC website, or at: 

https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210523/playlist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

If you have a hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, you might now read or sing: 

https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210523/playlist 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY #401 
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Then pray these intercessions: 

 

Today is Pentecost, the fiftieth day of Easter, and we ask God to send the Holy 

Spirit on the church, the earth, and all who are in need, responding to each petition 

with the words “Come, Holy Spirit!” 

A brief silence. 

 

God of life, we pray for the church around the globe: 

for the church in Africa, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit!  

for the church in Asia, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 

for the church in Australia and all the islands, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 

for the church in Europe, we pray, Come, Holy Spirit!  

for the church in North, and Central, and South America, we pray: Come, Holy 

Spirit! 

for our congregation, Resurrection Lutheran Church, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit!   

and for all who search for you, we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

Bless the lands, the seas, and all your creatures, too numerous to count. Send your 

lively Spirit to renew the face of the whole earth. A brief silence.  

For the earth we pray: Come, Holy Spirit!  

 

Inspire the leaders of nations to strive for justice and equality for all. Bring peace 

to Jerusalem, to Israel, and to Palestine. Provide a home for refugees. A brief si-

lence.  

For the nations of the world we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

Instill in our legislators and judges a passion for truth. Grant your Spirit to all who 

make political decisions in our land, that they discern and walk the way of right-

eousness. A brief silence.  

For our government we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

Unite all peoples around the globe into one humankind of cooperation and care. 

Teach us respect for those whose language or skin color or culture is different from 

our own. A brief silence.  

For the end of prejudice we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

Bring an end to the pandemic. Restore those who have contracted the virus. Up-

hold healthcare workers, and supply vaccines to all countries and peoples. A brief 

silence. 

For worldwide health we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 
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Visit all who are suffering, all who feel hopeless, and all who face death. Feed the 

hungry. Grant jobs to the unemployed. Send healing to those we name here before 

you: Joana Plerpa, Jeanne Broyhill, Effie Stallsmith, Maggie Mount, Joan Carr, 

Lee Hanson, Malcolm Stark, Norm Olsen, Barb Jensen, Charlotte Boeck, Lynn 

Kiewel, John Beston, Phillip Swingler, Michael Chaffier and Family, The Family 

of Dennis Wright, The Family and friends of Nicole Sharabi, Maria Liwski, Tucker 

Dean, and Lisa. A brief silence. 

For all who are in need we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

Breathe your life into each of us, and receive the cries of our own hearts. A longer 

time of silence. For ourselves we pray: Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

Receive our praise for all the faithful who have gone before us, from the first Pen-

tecost, throughout Christian history, and up to this week. A brief silence. That at 

the end we join with all the saints to rejoice in your presence, we pray: Come, 

Holy Spirit! 

 

With confidence in your love and with trust in your mercy, glorious God, giver of 

life, we offer these prayers through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.  
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If you have a hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, you might now read or 

sing: https://www.relcarlington.org/hw/20210523/playlist 

 

HYMN #407 
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Then conclude with these prayers: 

 
Let us pray, 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating an earth of splendor  

and for making us into a people of your own.  

With all the saints who have received your Word  

we worship you, holy God.  

We worship you, holy God. 

 

We praise you for your eternal Word,  

for conquering the force of death,  

and for raising us up through the resurrection of our Lord.  

For your Word alive among us,  

we praise you, living God.  

We praise you, living God. 

 

Breathe the Spirit of the risen Christ on us,  

that led by your Word 

we may honor your earth and its many peoples 

and serve all who are in need.   

For your Word animating our Easter life,  

we bless you, loving God.  

We bless you, loving God.  

 

All worship, praise, and blessing be to you, 

Source of life, Ruler of life, and Power of life, today and forever.  

Amen.  
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be your name, 

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, 

On earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 

Forgive us our sins 

As we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, 

And deliver us from evil, 

For the kingdom, the power, 

And the glory are yours, 

Now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. Amen 

 

We cannot now celebrate the Holy Communion. But you can pray at your table in your 

home, a table which always echoes the Holy Supper. Christ is always present at your 

meal. Your meal is holy. Here is one prayer you might use, at breakfast, lunch, or dinner, 

to celebrate that presence. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest, 

and let this food to us be blessed. 

Blessed be God, who is our Bread, 

may all the world be clothed and fed. 

 
Readings for the Week:  

 
Monday (commemoration of Nicolaus Copernicus, 1543; Leonhard Euler, 1783; scientists) 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b. Tuesday 1 Corinthians 12:12-27. Wednesday Ezekiel 37:1-14.  

Thursday (commemoration of John Calvin, renewer of the church, 1564) Psalm 29.  

Friday Romans 8:9-11. Saturday (commemoration of Jiří Třanovský, hymnwriter, 1637)  

John 15:18-20, 26-27. The Holy Trinity Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17. 

  
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Hymn #401, English and Swahili text and music © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, 

Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Hymn #407, Spanish text © 1979 Editorial Bonum; tr. © 1998 Augsburg Fortress. All 

rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713051.  
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