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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost   
Holy Communion at Resurrection Lutheran Church 
August 29, 2021 
 
The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical 
distance and wearing face masks.  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY  
 
GATHERING HYMN:  “Awake My Soul, and with the Sun” (ELW 557) 
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us 
from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that 
arises from within ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
First Reading: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

A reading from Deuteronomy. 
1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to 
observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God 
of your ancestors, is giving you. 2You must neither add anything to what I 
command you nor take away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the 
Lord your God with which I am charging you. 
  6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and 
discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, 
“Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” 7For what other great 
nation has a deity so near to it as the Lord our God is whenever we cry out? 8And 
what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that I 
am setting before you today? 
  9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things 
that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your 
life; make them known to your children and your children’s children. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 15 (ELW Tone 50) 
 

 
 
 

 1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
 2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart; 
 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear  
        the LORD. They have sworn upon their health and  
       do not take | back their word. 
 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst  
         the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown.      R 
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Second Reading: James 1:17-27 

A reading from James. 
17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change. 18In fulfillment of the divine purpose God gave us birth by the word of 
truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of God’s creatures. 
  19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to 
speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 
21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and 
welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 
  22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 
23For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at 
themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, on going away, 
immediately forget what they were like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, 
the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—
they will be blessed in their doing. 
  26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their 
hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, 
the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep 
oneself unstained by the world. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia sung by the assembly. Verse sung by the cantor.  
 

 
God gave us birth by the | word of truth* so that we would become a kind of first 
fruits | of creation. 
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Gospel: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem 
gathered around Jesus, 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with 
defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jewish 
people, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the 
tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market unless they 
wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of 
cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked Jesus, 
“Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat 
with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you 
hypocrites, as it is written,  
 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 
  but their hearts are far from me; 
 7in vain do they worship me, 
  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
  14Then Jesus called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, 
and understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but 
the things that come out are what defile.” 
  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: 
fornication, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, 
envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come from within, and they defile 
a person.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon 

 

 
Hymn of the Day: “O God, My Faithful God” ELW 806 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
Whether we meet in assembly or worship from our homes, we join together in 
prayer for the world. Today, in response to each bid, you are invited to offer your 
own prayers, silently or aloud, and to conclude each petition with an echo of 
today’s psalm, “Abide with us.”  
 
We pray for the church of Jesus Christ around the world.  
A time for prayer. 
Hear our prayers, O God; abide with us.   
  
We pray for wisdom concerning church traditions. 
A time for prayer. 
Hear our prayers, O God; abide with us.   
 
We pray for the pastor(s) and staff of our congregation.  
A time for prayer. 
Hear our prayers, O God; abide with us.   
 
We pray for the wellbeing of the created earth. 
A time for prayer. 
Hear our prayers, O God; abide with us.    
 
We pray for a halt to wildfires.  
A time for prayer. 
Hear our prayers, O God; abide with us.    
 
We pray for peace throughout the world.  
A time for prayer. 
Hear our prayers, O God; abide with us.  
 
We pray for nations experiencing adversity of any kind. 
A time for prayer. 
Hear our prayers, O God; abide with us.  
 
We pray for our elected leaders. 
A time for prayer. 
Hear our prayers, O God; abide with us.    
 
We pray for an end to prejudices.  
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A time for prayer. 
Hear our prayers, O God; abide with us.   
 
We pray for schools and Sunday schools, the students and teachers.  
A time for prayer. 
Hear our prayers, O God; abide with us.    
 
We pray for those facing the coronavirus.  
A time for prayer. 
Hear our prayers, O God; abide with us.  
 
We pray for orphans, widows, and widowers.  
A time for prayer. 
Hear our prayers, O God; abide with us.  
 
We pray for all who are sick or suffering. 
A time for prayer. 
Hear our prayers, O God; abide with us.   
 
We pray for those we name here before you: 

1. Ralph Hoffmeister 
2. Sandy Lindamood 
3. Judy Frank 
4. Joana Plerpa    
5. Jeanne Broyhill 
6. Effie Stallsmith 
7. Maggie Mount 
8. Lee Hanson  
9. Malcolm Stark    
10. Norm Olsen      
11. Barb Jensen               
12. Charlotte Boeck                
13. Lynn Kiewel     
14. Phillip Swingler     
15. Maria Liwski     
16. Tucker Dean     
17. Irene Belcher 
18. Carol Clements 
19. Ellie Barnes  
20. Brian Carr 
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21. Tommy Mazzoli 
22.  Sharon Kravetz 
23.  The family of Martha Simpson 
24. The Flynn Family 
25. The Eoff Family 
26.  Dipankar Ghosh and the family of Debbi Pierce  
27. Fairfax County Fire Department and its Urban Search and Rescue team 

A time for prayer. 
Hear our prayers, O God; abide with us.   
 
Finally, we pray for ourselves. 
A time for prayer. 
Hear our prayers, O God; abide with us.   
 
We give thanks for all the faithful departed, especially today, Martha Simpson, 
and we pray that at the end we join them in your presence forever.  
A time for prayer. 
Hear our prayers, O God; abide with us.   
 
O God, in your mercy receive these prayers,  
for the sake of Jesus Christ, master Teacher, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  
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MUSICAL OFFERING 

 

Offering and Setting the Table 
 
While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 

Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. Amen. 
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Dialogue and Preface 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting Ten 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
Come! 
 
 
At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing members of the assembly 
wishing to commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, 
maintaining appropriate physical distance. Others may also come forward for a 
blessing. To receive the bread, place your hands palms up and level so that the 
presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your uplifted hands without 
touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you have 
brought from home, hold it firmly that the assisting minister is able to pour wine 
from the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you 
may not dip the bread into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune 
by receiving the bread only. You may, of course, remove your mask to commune. 
Gluten free hosts are available to those who need that option. Once you have 
received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side aisles, while 
maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
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Lamb of God:  ELW Setting Ten, S 208 
 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
Air from Suite No. 3 in D, Johann Sebastian Bach.  
Carole Smith, Claire Smith and Suzanne Tsitsibelis, flutists 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray. Amen. 
 
 

Blessing  
 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,  
the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit 
be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Hymn: “Savior, Again to Your Dear Name” (ELW 534) 
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Dismissal 
 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Voluntary  
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