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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost   
Holy Communion at Resurrection Lutheran Church 
September 5, 2021 
 
The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical 
distance and wearing face masks.  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY “Open My Eyes”, Charles Callahan.  
 
GATHERING HYMN “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” (ELW 886) 
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death 
into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to 
proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 35:4-7a 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
  Your God will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
  God will come and save you.” 
 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 146 (ELW Tone 1) 
 

 
 
 1Hal- | lelujah! 
  Praise the LORD, | O my soul! 
 2I will praise the LORD as long | as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 
 3Put not your | trust in rulers, 
  in mortals in whom there | is no help. 
 4When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth, 
  and in that day | their thoughts perish.      R 
 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
  whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 
 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
  who keeps promis- | es forever; 
 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 
  The LORD sets the | captive free. 
 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind;  
        the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed down; 
  the LORD| loves the righteous.       R 
 9The LORD cares | for the stranger; 
  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow,  
        but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 
 10The LORD shall | reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!     R 
 

 

 
 
 



4 
 

Second Reading: James 2:1-17 

A reading from James. 
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes 
comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and 
if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, 
please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 
4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil 
thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in 
the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the dominion promised to those who 
love God? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? 
Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent 
name that was invoked over you? 
  8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin 
and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law 
but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. 11For the one who said, 
“You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do 
not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 
12So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For 
judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy 
triumphs over judgment.  
  14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not 
have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 
food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” 
and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by 
itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia sung by the assembly. Verse sung by the cantor.  
 

 
Rejoice in the | Lord always;* again I will | say, Rejoice. 
 

Gospel: Mark 7:24-37 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 
24From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house 
and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 
25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about 
him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, 
of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 
27He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s 
food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under 
the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you 
may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child 
lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards 
the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf 
man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on 
him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into 
his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he 
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his 
ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus 
ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they 
proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done 
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 

 
Hymn of the Day: “Spirit, Open My Heart” ACS 1043 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
We join together to pray for the needs of the world, concluding each petition by 
speaking, “O Lord, hear my prayer.”  
A brief silence. 
 
God of grace and God of glory, for the church we pray: uphold our bishops and 
pastors; sustain all volunteers during these autumn months; inspire our worship; 
and teach us how to pray.  
A brief silence. 
Our hope is in you, O God:  
O Lord, hear my prayer. 
 
Creator of the stars of night, for the earth we pray: lower global temperatures; 
provide a healthy harvest; protect the habitats of wild animals; and train us to care 
for your creation.   
A brief silence. 
Our hope is in you, O God:  
O Lord, hear my prayer. 
 
Mighty Fortress, for the nations we pray: protect the world from tyranny and 
violence; guide our elected officials; look with mercy on the people of 
Afghanistan; lead our nation toward the right use of our military; and bring peace 
to all.   
A brief silence. 
Our hope is in you, O God:  
O Lord, hear my prayer. 
 
Hope of the world, in this time of pervasive adversity we pray: preserve us from 
storms and wildfires; protect us from terrorists; and wean us from the ways of 
prejudice.   
A brief silence. 
Our hope is in you, O God: 
O Lord, hear my prayer. 
 
Rock of ages, for laborers we pray: grant a just wage to the employed and 
meaningful jobs to the unemployed; and shape our society to honor all residents of 
our land.    
A brief silence. 
Our hope is in you, O God:  
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O Lord, hear my prayer. 
 
O God of love, for those who are poor, we pray: feed the hungry; house the 
homeless; assist the powerless; and form us into habits of generosity.   
A brief silence. 
Our hope is in you, O God:  
O Lord, hear my prayer. 
 
Healer of our every ill, for those who are suffering we pray: heal those who have 
contracted Covid; embrace those with mental illness; open up opportunities for 
persons who are deaf; and hear our cries for those we name here:  

1. Ralph Hoffmeister 
2. Sandy Lindamood 
3. Judy Frank   
4. Joana Plerpa   
5. Jeanne Broyhill 
6. Effie Stallsmith 
7. Lee Hanson  
8. Malcolm Stark    
9. Norm Olsen      
10. Barb Jensen              
11. Charlotte Boeck              
12. Lynn Kiewel     
13. Phillip Swingler     
14. Maria Liwski    
15. Tucker Dean    
16. Irene Belcher  
17. Brian Carr   
18. Sharon Kravetz  
19. Dipankar Ghosh and the family of Debbi Pierce 
20. The family of Martha Simpson 
21. The Flynn family 
22. The Eoff family 
23. The family of Eugene Cline 
24. The family and friends of Tommy Mazzoli  

A brief silence. 
Our hope is in you, O God:  
O Lord, hear my prayer. 
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Mothering God, for ourselves we pray: take away our fears; and come to save us.   
A brief silence. 
Our hope is in you, O God:  
O Lord, hear my prayer. 
 
Eternal Father, strong to save, for the grace shown to our ancestors in the faith, we 
praise you. For life at the end of time in your presence with all the saints, we pray.   
A brief silence. 
Our hope is in you, O God:  
O Lord, hear my prayer. 
 
Receive our prayers, O God, for the sake of our beautiful Savior, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  
Amen.  
 
Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  
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MUSICAL OFFERING  

Offering and Setting the Table 
 
While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 

Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  
God of abundance, 
you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
and manna to rain from the heavens. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
Unite them with the offering of our lives 
to nourish the world you love so dearly; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Dialogue and Preface 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting Ten 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 
All who hunger and thirst, come. 
The table is ready. 
 
 
 
 
At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing members of the assembly 
wishing to commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, 
maintaining appropriate physical distance. Others may also come forward for a 
blessing. To receive the bread, place your hands palms up and level so that the 
presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your uplifted hands without 
touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you have 
brought from home, hold it firmly that the assisting minister is able to pour wine 
from the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you 
may not dip the bread into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune 
by receiving the bread only. You may, of course, remove your mask to commune. 
Gluten free hosts are available to those who need that option. Once you have 
received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side aisles, while 
maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
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Lamb of God:  ELW Setting Ten, S 208 
 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Let us pray.  
Lord of life, 
in the gift of your body and blood 
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing  
 
People of God, 
you are Christ’s body, 
bringing new life to a suffering world. 
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN 
“All People That on Earth Do Dwell” (ELW 883) 
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Dismissal 
 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY 
Toccata on “Old Hundredth”, Gordon Young. 
 
 
 
 
All Creation Sings, Hymn #1043. Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press. Music © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak. All rights 
reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713051. 
 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Hymn #886 and Hymn #883. All rights reserved. Used with permission 
under ONE LICENSE #A-713051. 
 
Liturgical elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used 
with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006914. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


