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Second Sunday of Advent 
Holy Communion at Resurrection Lutheran Church 
December 5, 2021 
 
The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical 
distance and wearing face masks.  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY: "Comfort, comfort Ye" Sigfrid Karg-Elert 

Lighting of Advent Wreath 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of your saving grace. 
Amen. 
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God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
☩ your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. 
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (ELW 254) 
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Greeting  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Kyrie, ELW Setting One 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 

A reading from Malachi: 

 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to the temple. Indeed, the messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold 
and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the 
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old 
and as in former years. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY  Luke 1:68-79 

Refrain 
 

 
Tone 

 
 68Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel, 
  you have come to your people and | set them free. 
 69You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior, 
  born of the house of your | servant David. R 
 70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us | from our 
enemies, 
  71from the hands of | all who hate us, 
 72to show mercy | to our forebears, 
  and to remember your | holy covenant. 
 73This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham: 
  74to set us free from the hands of our | enemies, 
 free to worship you | without fear, 
  75holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our life. R 
 76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High, 
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  for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way, 
 77to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation 
  by the forgiveness | of their sins. 
 78In the tender compassion | of our God 
  the dawn from on high shall | break upon us, 
 79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad- | ow of death, 
  and to guide our feet into the | way of peace. R 

Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11 

A reading from Philippians: 
 

3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the 
first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me 
to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you 
share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with 
the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may 
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to 
determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia sung by the assembly. Verse sung by the cantor.  
 

 

Prepare the way | of the Lord.* All flesh shall see the salva- | tion of God.  

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of 
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the 
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3And John went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in 
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make straight the paths of the Lord.’ 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Prepare the Royal Highway” ELW 264 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
On this second Sunday of Advent, let us pray for all people according to their 
needs, responding to each petition with the words Your mercy is great.  
 
Holy God, we ask that you continue to send messengers who proclaim the day of 
your coming. Inspire the preaching of bishops, pastors, deacons, and missionaries, 
and give to the baptized your Spirit to receive their words with grace. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Creative God, send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide 
them with shelter and care. Save the people and the terrain that have been affected 
by flooding in the northwest and around the globe, and bring us into right 
relationship with your good earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Saving God, bring an end to warfare. Give comfort and support to those who have 
lost loved ones to disease and violence. Protect refugees; the imprisoned; those 
living in poverty; and all who are oppressed. Strengthen lawyers, judges and juries 
in their commitments to the common good. Guide the Supreme Court as it 
considers monumental issues. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Faithful God, provide prophets to the church and the society who will speak even 
difficult truths. Embolden those who ask hard questions and challenge accepted 
ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for seeking your way in all things. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Compassionate God, uphold the victims of the Oxford High School shooting and 
of all gun violence. Relieve our anxieties concerning Omicron Covid. Grant well-
being to those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill, especially . . . .  

1. Roy Guenther  
2. Nancy MacDonald 
3. Bob MacDonald 
4. Grant Aldonas 
5. Norm Olsen 
6. Ellie Barnes     
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7. Judy Frank     
8. Effie Stallsmith 
9. Malcolm Stark      
10. Barb Jensen                
11. Charlotte Boeck                
12. Lynn Kiewel       
13. Phillip Swingler       
14. Maria Liwski     
15. Tucker Dean     
16. Irene Belcher    
17. Sharon Kravetz    
18. Analyse, Ramon, and Nicky Villatoro    
19. John and Anneliese Arnold 
20. Julie Bates 

Bestow on them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Eternal God, we remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those 
locally remembered. We praise you especially for the life of St. Nicholas and of 
Ambrose of Milan. Give us faith to live in communion with them until the day of 
your coming. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious God, receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  
 
Choir Anthem: "Advent Hymn" Martin Jean 
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Offering and Setting the Table 
 
While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 

Offering Prayer 
 
God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 

 

Dialogue and Preface 
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Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting One 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 
Come to Christ’s banquet. 
Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 
 
At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing members of the assembly 
wishing to commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, 
maintaining appropriate physical distance. Others may also come forward for a 
blessing. To receive the bread, place your hands palms up and level so that the 
presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your uplifted hands without 
touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you have 
brought from home, hold it firmly that the assisting minister is able to pour wine 
from the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you 
may not dip the bread into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune 
by receiving the bread only. You may, of course, remove your mask to commune. 
Gluten free hosts are available to those who need that option. Once you have 
received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side aisles, while 
maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
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Lamb of God:  ELW Setting One 
 

 
 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION:  

  
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry” ELW 249 
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Dismissal 
 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY: “On Jordan’s Banks” Malcolm Archer 

 

 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Hymn #264:  Prepare the Royal Highway.  Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book 
of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713051.  All 
rights reserved. 
 
 
Liturgical elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used 
with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006914. 
 
 
 
 
 


