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Third Sunday of Advent 
Holy Communion at Resurrection Lutheran Church 
December 12, 2021 
 
The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical 
distance and wearing face masks.  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY: “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah,” Wayne L. 
Wold 

Lighting of Advent Wreath 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of your saving grace. 
Amen. 
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God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
☩ your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. 
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” (ELW 256) 
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Greeting  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Kyrie, ELW Setting One 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the 
preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of 
repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20 

A reading from Zephaniah: 
 

 14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
  shout, O Israel! 
 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
  O daughter Jerusalem! 
 15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, 
  and has turned away your enemies. 
 The Sovereign of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 
  you shall fear disaster no more. 
 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
 Do not fear, O Zion; 
  do not let your hands grow weak. 
 17The LORD, your God, is in your midst, 
  a warrior who gives victory; 
 the Lord will rejoice over you with gladness, 
  and will renew you with love; 
 the Lord will exult over you with loud singing 
  18as on a day of festival. 
 I will remove disaster from you, 
  so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
 19I will deal with all your oppressors 
  at that time. 
 And I will save the lame 
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  and gather the outcast, 
 and I will change their shame into praise 
  and renown in all the earth. 
 20At that time I will bring you home, 
  at the time when I gather you; 
 for I will make you renowned and praised 
  among all the peoples of the earth, 
 when I restore your fortunes 
  before your eyes, says the LORD. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALMODY  Isaiah 12:2-6 

Refrain 

 
Tone 

 
 2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not | be afraid, 
  for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, and has become | my 
salvation. 
 3With joy you | will draw water 
  from the wells | of salvation. R 
 4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call | on God’s name; 
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  make known the deeds of the LORD among the nations; proclaim that this 
name | is exalted. 
 5Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done | gloriously; 
  let this be known in | all the earth. 
 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O | royal Zion, 
  for great in your midst is the Holy | One of Israel. R 

Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-7 

A reading from Philippians: 
 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia sung by the assembly. Verse sung by the cantor.  
 

 

I am sending my messen- | ger before you,* who will prepare your | way before 
you. 
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Gospel: Luke 3:7-18 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of 
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; 
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even 
now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
  10And the crowds asked John, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to 
them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever 
has food must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they 
asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13John said to them, “Collect no more 
than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what 
should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or 
false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of 
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17With a winnowing fork in hand, he will clear the 
threshing floor and gather the wheat into his granary, burning the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.” 
  18So, with many other exhortations, John proclaimed the good news to the 
people. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?” (ELW 241) 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
On this third Sunday of Advent, let us pray for all people and places according to 
their needs, responding to each petition with the words “Come and save us.”  
 
Holy God, renew your church, and raise up leaders who announce your law and 
gospel to the world. Grant peace to congregations and seminarians during this 
difficult time, and guide the work of candidacy and call committees. Hear us, O 
God. 
Come and save us.  
 
Creating God, send your healing Spirit to our earth and all that is in it. Protect 
hibernating animals. Lead us to live in harmony with the lands and seas you have 
made. Hear us, O God. 
Come and save us.  
 
Shepherding God, direct the leaders of nations to serve the common good. Give to 
our nation honest tax policies, warm clothing and shelter for all, and armed forces 
who are committed to the ways of peace. Provide for all employees a fair wage. 
Hear us, O God. 
Come and save us.  
 
Nurturing God, comfort all victims of gun violence and all whose lives are 
impacted by inclement weather. Cradle us in your arms, that we trust you and are 
not afraid.  Attend to any who are hungry, imprisoned, or ill this day especially, 

1. Roy Guenther  
2. Nancy MacDonald 
3. Bob MacDonald 
4. Grant Aldonas 
5. Norm Olsen 
6. Ellie Barnes     
7. Judy Frank    
8. Effie Stallsmith 
9. Malcolm Stark      
10. Barb Jensen                 
11. Charlotte Boeck                
12. Lynn Kiewel       
13. Phillip Swingler      
14. Maria Liwski      
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15. Tucker Dean      
16. Irene Belcher    
17. Sharon Kravetz    
18. John and Anneliese Arnold 
19. Julie Bates 
20. Family of Beth Russell 
21. Family of Elsie Black 

Hear us, O God. 
Come and save us. 
 
Faithful God, embrace all who are experiencing worry and sorrow. Sustain those 
who have no funds to expend during this holiday season. Bless our neighbors who 
are not Christian, and give also them something good to anticipate. Hear us, O 
God.  
Come and save us.  
 
Merciful God, we give you thanks for your servants who have shown us your 
goodness and grace. By the power of your Spirit, keep us steadfast in faith until we 
join them in your presence. Hear us, O God. 
Come and save us.  
 
Eternal God, receive these prayers, spoken aloud, and those of our hearts, 
whispered in silence, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  
 
Choir Anthem: “Lift Up Your Heads,” Peter Niedmann 
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Offering and Setting the Table 
 
While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 

Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  
 
God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 

 

 

 

Dialogue and Preface 
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Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting One 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 
Come to Christ’s banquet. 
Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 
 
At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing members of the assembly 
wishing to commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, 
maintaining appropriate physical distance. Others may also come forward for a 
blessing. To receive the bread, place your hands palms up and level so that the 
presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your uplifted hands without 
touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you have 
brought from home, hold it firmly that the assisting minister is able to pour wine 
from the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you 
may not dip the bread into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune 
by receiving the bread only. You may, of course, remove your mask to commune. 
Gluten free hosts are available to those who need that option. Once you have 
received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side aisles, while 
maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
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Lamb of God:  ELW Setting One 
 

 
 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  

 Prayer after Communion 
 
Let us pray.  
 
Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
The God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope + 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” (ELW 244) 
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Dismissal 
 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY: “O Savior, Rend the Heaven’s Wide,” Walther Haffner 

 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Hymn #256, Comfort, Comfort Now My People; Hymn #241, O Lord, 
How Shall I Meet You; Hymn #244, Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers.  All texts and music:  Public Domain. 
 
 
Liturgical elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used 
with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006914. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


