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Fourth Sunday of Advent, Lessons and Carols 
Holy Communion at Resurrection Lutheran Church 
December 19, 2021 
 
The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical 
distance and wearing face masks.  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY: “Fantasia on Helmsley,” Alan Ridout 

Lighting of Advent Wreath 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of your saving grace. 
Amen. 
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God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
☩ your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. 
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (ELW 257) 
(With “O Antiphons” sung by choir members between each stanza) 
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Greeting  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 
free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you 
always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a 

A reading from Micah: 

 2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of the ruler’s kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 4And the ruler shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now the ruler shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Music by the Choir: “Come, O Precious Ransom,” Mark Sheppherd 

PSALMODY  Luke 1:46b-55 
 

“My Soul Proclaims the Greatness of the Lord” (ELW 234) 
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Music by the Choir: “Hail, O Favored One,” Carl Schalk 

Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 

A reading from Hebrews: 
 

5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
  you have taken no pleasure. 
 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to 
the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” Christ abolishes the 
first in order to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Music by the Choir: “Lift Up Your Heads,” Peter Niedmann 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia sung by the assembly. Verse sung by the cantor.  
 

 

Here I am, the servant | of the Lord;* let it be with me according | to your word.  
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Gospel: Luke 1:39-45 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard 
the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is 
she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by 
the Lord.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Music by the Choir: “The Angel Gabriel,” Paul Manz 

Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Unexpected and Mysterious” (ELW 258) 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
On this fourth Sunday of Advent, let us pray for all people according to their 
needs, responding to each petition with the words Come and save us.  
A brief silence. 
Nurturing God, sustain the church throughout the world. Bless pastors and 
musicians as they prepare for Christmas worship. Comfort those whose church 
buildings have been destroyed by storms or vandalism and whose Christmas plans 
must be canceled. Hear us, O God: 
Come and save us. 
 
Creator God, renew barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Send 
sunshine to the north once again. Make us servants of your creation, that all your 
earth will thrive. Hear us, O God: 
Come and save us.  
 
Righteous God, bring peace to the Middle East. Visit all the lowly with your 
peaceful might. Dwell in the town of Bethlehem and in the city of Jerusalem. 
Support Lutheran Disaster Response and all relief and recovery efforts in disaster 
areas throughout the world. Hear us, O God:   
Come and save us.  
 
Gracious God, bless the feeding ministries of this congregation and community, 
and provide meals for all who are homeless. Guide us to share your bounty with 
those who hunger or live in poverty. Hear us, O God: 
Come and save us.  
 
Compassionate God, show your lovingkindness to teen parents and to those who 
are pregnant. Comfort all who struggle with infertility, those who await test results, 
those who are in treatment, and all in hospice care. Receive our prayers for . . . .   

1. Rosalie Dech 
2. Krista Kurth     
3. Evon Lippencot   
4. Roy Guenther  
5. Nancy MacDonald 
6. Bob MacDonald 
7. Grant Aldonas 
8. Norm Olsen 
9. Ellie Barnes    
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10. Judy Frank    
11. Effie Stallsmith 
12. Malcolm Stark      
13. Barb Jensen                 
14. Charlotte Boeck                
15. Lynn Kiewel       
16. Phillip Swingler       
17. Maria Liwski     
18. Tucker Dean     
19. Irene Belcher   
20. Sharon Kravetz   
21. John and Anneliese Arnold 
22. Julie Bates 
23. Family of Beth Russell 
24. Family of Elsie Black 

Hear us, O God: 
Come and save us.  
 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for all who have joined with Mary in response to 
your call. Strengthen our commitment until that day when you arrive to fulfill all 
things. Hear us, O God: 
Come and save us.  
 
Faithful God, receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  
 
Choir Anthem: “O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide,” Michael Helman 
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Offering and Setting the Table 
 
While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 

Offering Prayer 
 
God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 

 

Dialogue and Preface 
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Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting One 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 
Come to Christ’s banquet. 
Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
 
 
At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing members of the assembly 
wishing to commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, 
maintaining appropriate physical distance. Others may also come forward for a 
blessing. To receive the bread, place your hands palms up and level so that the 
presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your uplifted hands without 
touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you have 
brought from home, hold it firmly that the assisting minister is able to pour wine 
from the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you 
may not dip the bread into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune 
by receiving the bread only. You may, of course, remove your mask to commune. 
Gluten free hosts are available to those who need that option. Once you have 
received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side aisles, while 
maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
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Lamb of God:  ELW Setting One 
 

 
 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: “Advent Hymn,” Martin Jean 

  
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN “Savior of the Nations, Come” (ELW 263) 
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Dismissal 
 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY: "Toccata on ‘Veni, Veni Emmanuel,'" Adolphus 
Hailstork 
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