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Nativity of our Lord 
Christmas Eve at Resurrection Lutheran Church 
December 24, 2021 
 
The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical 
distance and wearing face masks.  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY (5:00 PM SERVICE ONLY)  

SELECTIONS BY THE CHOIR AS WE GATHER, BEGINNING AT 8:35 PM 
(9:00 PM SERVICE ONLY) 

“Ring Out Wild Bells,” Charles Gounod (1818-1893)  
Darwin Banks, tenor 
 
"The Flower of Jesse,” John Jacob Niles (1892-1980)  
Tom Mugavero, tenor 
 
Prelude on “In dulci jubilo,” T. Donley Thomas (1929)  
Carole Smith, Claire Smith, Suzanne Tsitsibelis; flute 
 
“The People that Walketh in Darkness,” Georg Friderik Handel (1685-1759)  
Gary Roebuck, bass 
 
"Carol of the Birds,” Traditional Spanish, G. Winston Cassler, arr.  
Lee Ann Kostantinov, soprano 
 

GATHERING HYMN “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (ELW 283) 
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Greeting  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 
Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in 
the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 

A reading from Isaiah: 

 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
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 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN “Angels We Have Heard on High” (ELW 289) 
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Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 

A reading from Titus: 
 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are 
self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself 
a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN “What Child is This” (ELW 296) 
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Gospel Acclamation 

The Pastor sings the acclamation, “Behold, I Bring You Good Tidings of Great Joy” (From the 
Hymnal and Order of Service, Evangelical Lutheran Augustana Synod, 1925) 

Children of the Church Place Figurines in the Creche as the Gospel is Read 
(5:00 pm Only) 

Gospel: Luke 2:1-20 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 
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pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Sermon (5:00 pm Only) 

Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (ELW 270) 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and 
space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need, responding to each 
petition with the words “receive our prayer.” 
 
O loving God, you proclaim that a Savior has been born to us. Inspire your church 
throughout the world to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ birth, and send to all 
your salvation, hope, and new life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
O loving God, you whisper to a weary world that the time for restoration has come. 
Maintain healthy cycles of wake and sleep for all creatures. Give light where it is 
needed, and give darkness to assist our sleep. Calm the threat of wild weather. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
O loving God, you cry to a warring world that the time for peace is at hand. Direct 
those in power who make decisions on behalf of others, that they nurture and 
sustain all that is healthy and wholesome. Bring an end to violence around the 
globe. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
O loving God, you offer comfort to all who cry in pain. Sustain us as we continue 
to face the coronavirus. Respond to all who live with disease, despair, or need this 
night. We pray especially for those we now name, silently or aloud…  Pour out 
your love upon families of every kind. Bring comfort to those for whom 
separation, grief, or loss makes the Christmas season especially difficult. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
O God, your ever-present love is proclaimed through the faithful who came before 
us. We give you thanks for Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and all who have pointed 
us toward your love. Keep us united with them until we join them in your presence 
forever. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, 
confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  
 
Choir Anthem: “Chanticleer’s Carol,” Vernon Hoyle (9:00 pm only) 

Offering and Setting the Table 
 
While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 

Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, 
your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 
prepare us to receive the grace and truth 
you offer at this table 
and renew in us the song of your salvation, 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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Dialogue and Preface 
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Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting Three 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
We give you thanks, Father, 
through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 
whom you sent in this end of the ages 
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 
  
He is your Word, inseparable from you, 
through whom you created all things, 
and in whom you take delight. 
He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 
He there took on our nature and our lot 
and was shown forth as your Son, 
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 
and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering 
in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 
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He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 
in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 
to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 
to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 
taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 
we take this bread and cup, 
giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 
  
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 
gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 
come, taste and see what God makes known for you. 
 
At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing members of the assembly 
wishing to commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, 
maintaining appropriate physical distance. Others may also come forward for a 
blessing. To receive the bread, place your hands palms up and level so that the 
presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your uplifted hands without 
touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you have 
brought from home, hold it firmly that the assisting minister is able to pour wine 
from the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you 
may not dip the bread into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune 
by receiving the bread only. You may, of course, remove your mask to commune. 
Gluten free hosts are available to those who need that option. Once you have 
received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side aisles, while 
maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
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Lamb of God:  ELW Setting Three 
 

 
 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION: "Candle Carol," K Lee Scott (9:00 pm only) 

Hymn: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” (ELW 272, 9:00 pm only) 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
Let us pray.  
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 
God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
Candle Lighting 
 
Receive the light from your neighbor, keeping lit candles upright at all times. 
Candles remain lit until the blessing and final hymn. 
 
HYMN: “Silent Night, Holy Night!” (ELW 281, first stanza in German, then all 
the English stanzas) 
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Reading + John 1:1-4 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
 
Response 
 
The light shines in the darkness,  
and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
The Word became flesh and lived among us,  
and we have beheld Christ’s glory. 
 
To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
 
Blessing 
 
The God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, + 
through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
You may now extinguish your candles hygienically by removing the candle from 
the holder, and using the holder as a snuffer to put out the flame. 
 
SENDING HYMN “Joy to the World” (ELW 267) 
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Dismissal 
 
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY:  "Wachet auf," Emma Lou Diemer  

 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Hymn #283, #289, #296, #270, #272, #281.  All words and music are in 
the public domain. 
 
Liturgical elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used 
with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006914. 
 
 
 
 
 


