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First Sunday after Epiphany, Baptism of Our Lord 
Holy Communion at Resurrection Lutheran Church 
January 9, 2022 
 
The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical 
distance and wearing face masks.  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY: “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star,” Johann Pachelbel   

GATHERING HYMN: “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” (ELW 308) 
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Greeting  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed 
him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in 
your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 1But now thus says the LORD, 
  the one who created you, O Jacob, 
  the one who formed you, O Israel: 
 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
  I have called you by name, you are mine. 
 2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
  and the flame shall not consume you. 
 3For I am the LORD your God, 
  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
 I give Egypt as your ransom, 
  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
 4Because you are precious in my sight, 
  and honored, and I love you, 
 I give people in return for you, 
  nations in exchange for your life. 
 5Do not fear, for I am with you; 



4 
 

  I will bring your offspring from the east, 
  and from the west I will gather you; 
 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 
 bring my sons from far away 
  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 
 7everyone who is called by my name, 
  whom I created for my glory, 
  whom I formed and made.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 29 
Spoken responsively by whole verse. 

 1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
 4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  
 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 7The voice of the LORD 
  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 
 10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 
 11O LORD, give strength to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.  
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Second Reading: Acts 8:14-17 

A reading from Acts. 

14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 
God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them 
that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon 
any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then 
Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of 
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17With a winnowing fork is in hand, he will clear the 
threshing floor and gather the wheat into his granary, burning the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.” 
 
21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized 
and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon 
him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: “O Blessed Spring” (ELW 447) 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
We join with the baptized around the globe to pray for all in any need, responding 
to each petition with the words “give us your strength.”  
 
O God, inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and service, even during 
times of distress. Bless all the newly baptized, and support congregations that both 
make and cancel plans throughout the pandemic. God of grace, 
give us your strength.  
 
Save rivers, seas, and all bodies of water from destruction and pollution. Provide 
access to clean water for all, and protect the lands from drought and flood. God of 
grace, 
give us your strength.  
 
Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Keep our nation from discord 
and rebellion. Guide the courts in our land as they attend to the January 6 
insurrection. Raise up leaders who will protect vulnerable people in their care. God 
of grace, 
give us your strength.  
 
Hear us as we pray once again: save humankind from the coronavirus. Uphold all 
hospital workers and health care professionals. Give us patience and hope as we 
face inconveniences and continuing infections. God of grace, 
give us your strength.  
 
Sustain all refugees, the homeless, and all who are suffering from the cold. Provide 
for all who are affected by winter storms. When we are suffering, assure us of your 
powerful presence.  We pray especially for . . . .  

1. Mark Anderson     
2. Janet Lewis     
3. Maggie Mount 
4. Rosalie Dech 
5. Krista Kurth     
6. Evon Lippencot    
7. Nancy MacDonald 
8. Bob MacDonald 
9. Grant Aldonas 
10. Norm Olsen 
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11. Ellie Barnes    
12. Judy Frank    
13. Effie Stallsmith 
14. Malcolm Stark      
15. Barb Jensen                 
16. Charlotte Boeck                 
17. Lynn Kiewel       
18. Phillip Swingler      
19. Maria Liwski    
20. Tucker Dean     
21. Irene Belcher    
22. Sharon Kravetz   
23. John and Anneliese Arnold 
24. Julie Bates 

God of grace, 
give us your strength. 
 
You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you have 
called by name into your eternal embrace. Comfort us in grief, release us from the 
fear of death, and bring us at the end to you. God of grace, 
give us your strength.  
 
O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  

Offering and Setting the Table 
 
While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 
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Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  
 
Blessed are you, O God, 
Sovereign of the universe. 
You offer us new beginnings 
and guide us on our journey. 
Lead us to your table, 
nourish us with this heavenly food, 
and prepare us to carry your love 
to a hungry world, 
in the name of Christ our light. 
Amen. 

Dialogue and Preface 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW Setting Three) 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 
Come to God’s table. 
There is a place for you and enough for all. 
 
 
At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing members of the assembly 
wishing to commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, 
maintaining appropriate physical distance. Others may also come forward for a 
blessing. To receive the bread, place your hands palms up and level so that the 
presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your uplifted hands without 
touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you have 
brought from home, hold it firmly that the assisting minister is able to pour wine 
from the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you 
may not dip the bread into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune 
by receiving the bread only. You may, of course, remove your mask to commune. 
Gluten free hosts are available to those who need that option. Once you have 
received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side aisles, while 
maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
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Prayer after Communion 
 
Let us pray.  
 
We give you thanks, gracious God, 
for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 
Send us to bring good news 
and to proclaim your favor to all, 
strengthened with the richness of your grace 
in your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 
who rejoices over you, 
and who calls you by name, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  
bless your going out and your coming in, 
today and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: “When Jesus Came to Jordan” (ELW 305) 
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Dismissal 
 
Go with Christ into a weary world. 
Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY: “Brightest and Best,” Flor Peeters 
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