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Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Holy Communion at Resurrection Lutheran Church 
January 23, 2022 
 
The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical 
distance and wearing face masks.  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY: “Let Our Gladness Have No End,” David Shack   

GATHERING HYMN: “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” (ELW 886) 
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Greeting  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the 
nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and 
forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

A reading from Nehemiah. 
 
1When the seventh month came – the people of Israel being settled in their towns – 
all the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told 
the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to 
Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men 
and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of 
the seventh month. 3Ezra read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from 
early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those 
who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of 
the law. 
 
 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing 
above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra 
blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” 
lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with 
their faces to the ground.  
 
8So the Levites read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They 
gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 9And Nehemiah, who 
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was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the 
people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not 
mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the 
law. 10Then Ezra said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and 
send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to 
our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 19 
Spoken responsively by whole verse. 

 1The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
 2One day tells its tale to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 3Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard, 
 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the 
world, 
  where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the 
end of it again; 
  nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  
 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 
  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
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 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get 
dominion over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable in your sight, 
  O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all 
made to drink of one Spirit. 
  14Indeed, the body does not consist of one part but of many. 15If the foot would 
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it 
any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I 
do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If 
the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were 
hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the parts 
in the body, each one of them, just as God chose. 19If all were a single part, where 
would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 21The eye cannot 
say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no 
need of you.” 22On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23and those parts of the body that we think less honorable we clothe 
with greater honor, and our less respectable parts are treated with greater 
respect; 24whereas our more respectable parts do not need this. But God has so 
arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior part, 25that there may be 
no dissension within the body, but the parts may have the same care for one 
another. 26If one part suffers, all suffer together with it; if one part is honored, all 
rejoice together with it. 
  27Now you are the body of Christ and individually parts of it. 28And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds 
of power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various 
kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all 
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work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret? 31aBut strive for the greater gifts. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Luke 4:14-21 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report 
about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their 
synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
 
  16When Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written: 
 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because the Lord has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 The Lord has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
   to let the oppressed go free, 
 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And Jesus rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, 
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” (ELW 311) 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
During this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, let join with Christians around the 
world to pray for all in any need, responding to each petition with the words “Send 
us your Spirit.”  
 
We pray, O God, for the unity of the church, for Lutheran cooperation with other 
denominations, and for all members of Christ’s body. Unite with the power of your 
word families and friendships that include persons belonging to different churches. 
That we will join with all the baptized to embody your good news for the world, O 
God, 
send us your Spirit.  
 
We pray for the earth and for the wellbeing of all creatures, great and small. 
Sustain species that are at risk of extinction. Repair the lands devastated by the 
volcano in Tongo. That we will work together to preserve the handiwork of your 
creation, O God, 
send us your Spirit.  
 
We pray for the end of conflict among us. Where there are divisions in our 
legislature, society, nation, or world, ease conflict, dispel violence, and bring an 
end to war. Abide with the members of Congregation Beth Israel and all persons 
suffering from the hatred of others. Protect the people of Ukraine. That we will 
help to preserve our democracy from dissension and prejudice, O God,  
send us your Spirit.  
 
We pray for our congregation meeting. Build up the body of Christ in this place. 
Bless the variety of ministries among us, and empower us to value each person 
who enters into worship and ministry with us. That we at Resurrection Arlington 
become ever more fully your emissaries of grace, O God, 
send us your Spirit. 
 
We pray for strength as Omicron continues. Guide school and campus 
administrators in their decisions towards safety for all. Give stamina to health care 
workers. Visit areas of the world that have no access to vaccines. That we will 
endeavor to impede contagion, O God,  
send us your Spirit. 
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We pray for all in any need. Protect from the cold the homeless and the refugee. 
Grant provision and justice for people living in poverty, people living with 
disability, or those living under oppression. Hear our prayer for . . .   

1. Teri Torres    
2. Edna Frady 
3. Jane Coonce     
4. Janet Lewis    
5. Maggie Mount 
6. Krista Kurth    
7. Evon Lippencot   
8. Nancy MacDonald 
9. Bob MacDonald 
10. Grant Aldonas 
11. Norm Olsen 
12. Judy Frank   
13. Effie Stallsmith 
14. Malcolm Stark     
15. Barb Jensen               
16. Charlotte Boeck             
17. Lynn Kiewel     
18. Phillip Swingler    
19. Maria Liwski   
20. Tucker Dean    
21. Irene Belcher   
22. Sharon Kravetz   
23. John and Anneliese Arnold 
24. Julie Bates 
25. Walters, Grays, and Lombardos families, who lost their homes in the 

Colorado wildfires    
26. Family of Mark Anderson  
27. Family and Friends of Ellie Barnes   
28. Family and Friends of James Smith  

That we will become your arms of care, O God,  
send us your Spirit.  
 
We give thanks for all the saints who have died in the faith of your promised 
salvation. Comfort all who mourn. That at the end we will join with the saints in 
your everlasting glory, O God,  
send us your Spirit.  
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Receive, O God, these and all of our prayers, in the mercy shown us in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  

Offering and Setting the Table 
 
While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 
 
Choir Anthem: "Hide Me Under the Shadow of Thy Wings," John E. West  
(LeeAnn Kostantinov, soprano; Claire Smith, alto; Darwin Banks, tenor; Gary 
Roebuck, bass) 

Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  
 
Blessed are you, O God, 
Sovereign of the universe. 
You offer us new beginnings 
and guide us on our journey. 
Lead us to your table, 
nourish us with this heavenly food, 
and prepare us to carry your love 
to a hungry world, 
in the name of Christ our light. 
Amen. 
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Dialogue and Preface 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW Setting Three) 

 



11 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 
Come to God’s table. 
There is a place for you and enough for all. 
 
 
At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing members of the assembly 
wishing to commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, 
maintaining appropriate physical distance. Others may also come forward for a 
blessing. To receive the bread, place your hands palms up and level so that the 
presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your uplifted hands without 
touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you have 
brought from home, hold it firmly that the assisting minister is able to pour wine 
from the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you 
may not dip the bread into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune 
by receiving the bread only. You may, of course, remove your mask to commune. 
Gluten free hosts are available to those who need that option. Once you have 
received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side aisles, while 
maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
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Prayer after Communion 
 
Let us pray.  
 
We give you thanks, gracious God, 
for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 
Send us to bring good news 
and to proclaim your favor to all, 
strengthened with the richness of your grace 
in your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 
who rejoices over you, 
and who calls you by name, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  
bless your going out and your coming in, 
today and forever. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” (ACS 988) 

 
 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
 
Go with Christ into a weary world. 
Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY: “In dir ist Freude,” J. S. Bach  
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