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Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
Holy Communion at Resurrection Lutheran Church 
February 20, 2022 
 
The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical 
distance and wearing face masks.  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY: “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me,”               
Michael Burkhardt 

GATHERING HYMN: “Spirit, Open My Heart” (ACS 1043) 
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Greeting  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we 
may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. 
Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in 
your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15 

A reading from Genesis. 
 

3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers 
could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
  4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. 
He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not 
be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me 
before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years; 
and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor 
harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to 
keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God; 
God has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all 
the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your 
son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not 
delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and 
your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and 
all that you have. 11I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of 
famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not 
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come to poverty.’” 15And Joseph kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and 
after that his brothers talked with him. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 37:1-11, 39-40 
Spoken responsively by whole verse. 

 1Do not be provoked by evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
 2For they shall soon wither like the grass, 
  and like the green grass fade away. 
 3Put your trust in the LORD and do good; 
  dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
 4Take delight in the LORD, 
  who shall give you your heart’s desire.  
 5Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, 
  and see what God will do. 
 6The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light 
  and the justice of your case like the noonday sun. 
 7Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil 
schemes. 
 8Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.  
 9For evildoers shall be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land. 
 10In a little while the wicked shall be no more; 
  even if you search out their place, they will not be there. 
 11But the lowly shall possess the land; 
  they will delight in abundance of peace. 
 39But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O LORD; 
  you are their stronghold in time of trouble. 
 40You, O LORD, will help them and rescue them; 
  you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you they 
seek refuge.  
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they 
come?” 36Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And as for 
what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of 
wheat or of some other grain. 38But God gives it a body according to God’s own 
choosing, and to each kind of seed its own body. 
  42So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is 
raised is imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in 
weakness, it is raised in power. 44It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual 
body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written, 
“The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving 
spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the 
spiritual. 47The first human was from the earth, a man of dust; the second human is 
from heaven. 48As was the one made of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and 
as is the one of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49Just as we have borne the 
image of the one of dust, we will also bear the image of the one of heaven. 
  50What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the dominion of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Luke 6:27-38 

[Jesus said:] 27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If 
anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes 
away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from 
you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do to 
others as you would have them do to you. 
  32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners 
love those who love them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what 
credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from 
whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, 
to receive as much again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting 
nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most 
High, who is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 
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 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
  37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not 
be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to 
you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put 
into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Commonwealth is God’s Commandment” (ACS 1036) 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
During this Black History month, let us pray to God, who is our heart’s desire, for 
all people according to their needs, responding to each petition with the words, 
“receive our prayer.”   
 
O God, grant to your church around the world your spirit of mercy and 
forbearance. Mend the rifts within congregations, and bring denominations to lay 
aside historic quarrels for the sake of the gospel. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Send snow where it is needed, and nurture the fields that lie dormant. Guard 
against famine and drought, and protect humans from destructive weather. Bring 
an end, we plead, to the coronavirus. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray especially for those nations that are considered our enemies. Teach all the 
nations of world to live in harmony with their neighbors. Protect all whose lives 
are marred by war and civil unrest, and lead our Virginia legislators to attend to the 
needs of all residents. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Form our criminal justice system to pursue what is right. Give to judges and juries 
wisdom in their decisions. Protect those who are incarcerated, and guide those 
released from prison into their new lives. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend broken relationships. Heal bodies 
that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen and deliver all whose spirits are 
troubled. Protect the small children who cannot yet be vaccinated. We pray 
especially for. . . .  

1. Mary Ann Glover 
2. Jeanne Broyhill 
3. Teri Torres    
4. Edna Frady 
5. Jane Coonce    
6. Janet Lewis    
7. Krista Kurth    
8. Evon Lippencot   
9. Nancy MacDonald 
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10. Bob MacDonald 
11. Grant Aldonas 
12. Norm Olsen 
13. Judy Frank    
14. Effie Stallsmith 
15. Barb Jensen               
16. Charlotte Boeck             
17. Lynn Kiewel     
18. Phillip Swingler     
19. Maria Liwski    
20. Tucker Dean    
21. Irene Belcher   
22. Sharon Kravetz   
23. John and Anneliese Arnold 
24. Julie Bates 

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Bring peace to families, especially those facing issues of gender and sexuality. 
Accompany all persons who have no family to embrace. Bring an end to prejudices 
of all kinds, that the oppressed may come to know civil contentment. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom. 
Sustain us in faith until we join with them in the promise of resurrection. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of mercy and might, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in confidence 
and faith; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 



10 
 

The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  

Offering and Setting the Table 
 
While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 
 
Choir Anthem: "Praise to the Holiest," Raymond H Haan 

Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  
 
Blessed are you, O God, 
Sovereign of the universe. 
You offer us new beginnings 
and guide us on our journey. 
Lead us to your table, 
nourish us with this heavenly food, 
and prepare us to carry your love 
to a hungry world, 
in the name of Christ our light. 
Amen. 
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Dialogue and Preface 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW Setting Three) 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 
Come to God’s table. 
There is a place for you and enough for all. 
 
 
At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing members of the assembly 
wishing to commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, 
maintaining appropriate physical distance. Others may also come forward for a 
blessing. To receive the bread, place your hands palms up and level so that the 
presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your uplifted hands without 
touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you have 
brought from home, hold it firmly that the assisting minister is able to pour wine 
from the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you 
may not dip the bread into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune 
by receiving the bread only. You may, of course, remove your mask to commune. 
Gluten free hosts are available to those who need that option. Once you have 
received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side aisles, while 
maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
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Prayer after Communion 
 
Let us pray.  
 
We give you thanks, gracious God, 
for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 
Send us to bring good news 
and to proclaim your favor to all, 
strengthened with the richness of your grace 
in your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 
who rejoices over you, 
and who calls you by name, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  
bless your going out and your coming in, 
today and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN: “Light Dawns on a Weary World” (ELW 726) 
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Dismissal 
 
Go with Christ into a weary world. 
Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY: Toccata on “Great Day,” Adolphus Hailstork 
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