Fourth Sunday in Lent
Holy Communion at Resurrection Lutheran Church
March 27, 2022
The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical
distance and wearing face masks.
OPENING VOLUNTARY: Chorale Prelude on “Bevan,” Healey Willan

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
who makes a way in the wilderness,
walks with us,
and guides us in our pilgrimage. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy One,
we confess that we have wandered far from you:
we have not trusted your promises,
we have ignored your prophets in our own day,
we have squandered our inheritance of grace,
we have failed to recognize you in our midst.
Have mercy on us!
Forgive us and turn us again to you.
Teach us to follow in your ways,
assure us again of your love,
and help us to love our neighbor. Amen.
Beloved in Christ,
the Word draws near to you,
and all who call out to God shall be saved.
In Jesus, God comes to you again and again
and gathers you under wings of love.
Your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father, ☩ and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: “O Christ, Our Light, O Radiance True”
(ELW 675)
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Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Kyrie, ELW Setting Five
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your
mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the
table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
First Reading: Joshua 5:9-12
A reading from Joshua:
9

The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of
Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.
10
While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the
evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the day
after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened
cakes and parched grain. 12The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of
the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of
Canaan that year.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 32
Refrain
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Tone

1

Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven,
and whose sin is | put away!
2
Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there | is no guile! R
3
While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away,
because of my groaning | all day long.
4
For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer.
5
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me
the guilt | of my sin.
6
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them. R
7
You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts | of deliverance.
8
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go;
I will guide you | with my eye.
9
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near you.”
10
Great are the tribulations | of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust | in the LORD.
11
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are | true of heart. R
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Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
A reading from 2 Corinthians:
16

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer
in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who
reconciled us to through Christ to God, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to God’s own self,
not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is appealing
through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our
sake God made Christ to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Christ we might
become the righteousness of God.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
Verse sung by cantor, with assembly singing the response.

I will arise and go to my fa- | ther and say,* I have sinned against heaven | and
before you.
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Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. 2And
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes
sinners and eats with them.”
3
So Jesus told them this parable: 11b“There was a man who had two sons. 12The
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that
will belong to me.’ So the Father divided his property between them. 13A few days
later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and
there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be
in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself
with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when
he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread
enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my
father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired
hands.” ’ 20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his
father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around
him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the
father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and
kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.
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“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the
house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what
was going on. 27The slave replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has
killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then the elder
brother became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead
with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been
working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you
have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my
friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to him,
‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to
celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life;
he was lost and has been found.’ ”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Hymn of the Day: “Our Father, We have Wandered” (ELW 606)
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Apostles Creed
Together with the whole church, let us confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
On this fourth Sunday in Lent, let us pray for the church and for all on who are in
need, responding to each petition with words that echo today’s psalm, “embrace us
with mercy.”
A brief silence.
Form your church, O God, to be a community of forgiveness, hospitality, and joy.
Protect your church in places of political oppression, and give to bishops the
wisdom and courage to attend to conflict within and around the church. Gracious
God,
embrace us with mercy.
Equip those around the globe who work the soil and who raise the animals for
food. Nourish the earth with ample rainfall and abundant sunshine. Heal grounds
tainted by pollution or misuse. Gracious God,
embrace us with mercy.
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Reconcile nations that are experiencing conflict. Bring an end to the war in
Ukraine, and protect the people and the soldiers caught up in its violence. Sustain
the United Nations, NATO, diplomats, President Biden, and President Zelensky,
and turn the hearts of the leaders in Russia toward peace. Gracious God,
embrace us with mercy.
Direct our criminal justice system in all its responsibilities, and guide our nation in
its selection of a new Supreme Court justice. Free those unjustly imprisoned, and
accompany all those who are incarcerated. Gracious God,
embrace us with mercy.
Resolve disagreements among family members. Strengthen medical personnel,
especially in war zones. Guard us all from a new Covid variant. Visit those harmed
by storms. Feed the hungry. Hear our prayers for those who are sick or grieving, . .
1. Irene Klotz
2. Rosa Maria Piai
3. Lee Hanson
4. Ray Perez
5. Roy Guenther
6. Mary Ann Glover
7. Teri Torres
8. Edna Frady
9. Jane Coonce
10. Janet Lewis
11. Krista Kurth
12. Evon Lippencot
13. Nancy MacDonald
14. Bob MacDonald
15. Grant Aldonas
16. Norm Olsen
17. Judy Frank
18. Effie Stallsmith
19. Barb Jensen
20. Charlotte Boeck
21. Lynn Kiewel
22. Phillip Swingler
23. Maria Liwski
24. Tucker Dean
25. Irene Belcher
26. Sharon Kravetz
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27. John and Anneliese Arnold
28. Julie Bates
Gracious God,
embrace us with mercy.
We give thanks for those who have died in the faith. Shelter them in your love until
we are gathered with them at your heavenly banquet. Gracious God,
embrace us with mercy.
Accept the prayers we bring, God of grace, on behalf of a world in need, for the
sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other,
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please
refrain from handshakes and hugs.
Choir Anthem: "O Lamb of God Most Lowly," Gordon Young
Offering and Setting the Table
While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine.
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Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
Extravagant God,
you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.
Now we gather at your feast
where you offer us the food that satisfies.
Take and use what we offer here, come among us,
and feed us with the body and blood of Christ,
in whose name we pray.
Amen.
Dialogue and Preface
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Holy, Holy, Holy ELW Setting Five

Thanksgiving at the Table
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion
Here is food and drink for the journey.
Take and be filled.
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At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing members of the assembly
wishing to commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line,
maintaining appropriate physical distance. Others may also come forward for a
blessing. To receive the bread, place your hands palms up and level so that the
presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your uplifted hands without
touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you have
brought from home, hold it firmly that the assisting minister is able to pour wine
from the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you
may not dip the bread into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune
by receiving the bread only. You may, of course, remove your mask to commune.
Gluten free hosts are available to those who need that option. Once you have
received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side aisles, while
maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.
Lamb of God: ELW Setting Five

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
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Prayer after Communion
Let us pray.
Blessed Jesus,
in this rich meal of grace,
you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope
to a world in need.
Amen.
Blessing
You are children of God,
anointed with the oil of gladness
and strengthened for the journey.
Almighty God,
motherly, majestic, and mighty,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you this day and always.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN: “What Wondrous Love is This” (ELW 666)
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.
CLOSING VOLUNTARY: “Aberystwyth,” Healey Willan
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