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The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical 
distance; wearing face masks is optional. 
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY: “Freu dich sehr, O miene Seele” Karg-Elert 
 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: “Hark, the Glad Sound!” (ELW 239) 

 
 
 
Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 



 

4 

Kyrie Litany (ELW Setting Five, pages 156-157) 
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Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.  
 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming 
nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 
 
A reading from Isaiah. 
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Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
 
Sung responsively by whole verse. 
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Refrain 

 
 

Tone 

 
 
 

 1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your | people righteously 
  and the | poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. R 
 5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 
  from one generation | to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 
  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 
 18Blessed are you, LORD God, the | God of Israel; 
  you alone do | wondrous deeds! 
 19And blessed be your glorious | name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- | men. Amen. R 
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Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13 

 

 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 

Verse sung by cantor, with assembly singing the alleluias. 

 
Prepare the way | of the Lord. * All flesh shall see the salva- | tion of God.  
 
 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” (ELW 256) 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
On this second Sunday of Advent, let us pray for all in need, responding to each petition with the 
words, “Save us, O God.” 
 
Come to the church, O faithful God.  Pour out your Spirit on our Bishop, our Call Committee, 
and all the volunteers who minister in the church. As we commemorate the hymnwriter John of 
Damascus, bless our music director Barbara. Increase in us the joy of ecumenical cooperation. . . 
. Be gracious to us: 
save us, O God.  
 
Come to the earth, O creating God. As the seasons change, protect all that lives. Mend the 
wounds of environmental damage, and restore fruitfulness to areas devastated by storms. Teach 
us to live more simply, that all creatures may live.  . . Be gracious to us: 
save us, O God.  
 
Come to the nations, O sovereign God. Inspire governmental officials to strive for peace within 
their land and between countries. Remember the people of Ukraine, Iran and China. Guide the 
nations towards cooperative efforts when facing global issues. . . . Be gracious to us: 
save us, O God.   
 
Come to our country, O righteous God. Teach us how to end discrimination and to value 
diversity. As gender issues evolve and cultural patterns change, give stability to our 
communities. Bring political parties into helpful conversation with each other, and guide judges 
and juries in their deliberations. . . . Be gracious to us: 
save us, O God.  
 
Come to all who suffer, O merciful God. Empower us to feed the hungry in our nation and 
around the world. Gather into your healing embrace those who are afraid, lonely, sick, or 
struggling with depression. Strengthen loving relationships wherever they are found. Visit those 
whose names we call out to you here:  . . . Be gracious to us:  
save us, O God. 
 
Come, O tender-hearted God, to each one of us, and receive our silent prayers. . . . . Be gracious 
to us:  
save us, O God.  
 
Come to us, O eternal God, as you came to the saints. We praise you for the hymns of John of 
Damascus and for St. Nicholas in his care for children. Bring us with them through our winters 
into the springtime of the resurrection. Be gracious to us: 
save us, O God. 
 
Come near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
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Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  
 
Offertory Anthem: “In Night’s Dim Shadows” Robert Lehman 
 
Offering and Setting the Table  
 
While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and 
with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in 
need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Dialogue and Preface 

 



 

14 
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Holy, Holy, Holy (Setting Five, ELW page 162) 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets ’hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
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Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing members of the assembly 
wishing to commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, 
maintaining appropriate physical distance. Others may also come forward for a 
blessing. To receive the bread, place your hands palms up and level so that the 
presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your uplifted hands without 
touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you have 
brought from home, hold it firmly that the assisting minister is able to pour wine 
from the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you 
may not dip the bread into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune 
by receiving the bread only. You may, of course, remove your mask to commune. 
Gluten free hosts are available to those who need that option. Once you have 
received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side aisles, while 
maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
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Lamb of God: (Setting Five, ELW pages 164)  

 
 
 
Hymn during Communion: “Let My Spirit Always Sing" (ACS 1020) 
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Song after Communion (ELW Setting One) 

 
 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Let us pray.  
 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the 
hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and 
to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
Blessing 
 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” (ELW 254) 
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Announcements: 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal 
 
 
Go in peace.  Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Closing Voluntary: “Besancon” (People Look East), Wayne L. Wold 
 
  



 

22 

Notes on the Music for Today 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” ELW 256 
TEXT: John Olearius (1611-1684), tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) 
TUNE: FREU DICH SEHR or GENEVAN 42, Claude Goudimel (1505-1572), Louis Bourgeois (1510-1561) 
 
Born into a family of Lutheran theologians, Olearius received his education at the University of Wittenberg and later taught 
theology there. He was ordained a Lutheran pastor and appointed court preacher to Duke August of Sachsen-Weissenfels in Halle 
and later to Duke Johann Adolph in Weissenfels. Olearius wrote a commentary on the entire Bible, published various devotional 
books, and produced a translation of the Imitatio Christi by Thomas a Kempis. In the history of church music Olearius is mainly 
remembered for his hymn collection, the Geistliche Singe-Kunst, which was widely used in Lutheran churches.   
 
It was one of the largest and most important German hymn-books of the 17th century. The first edition contained 302 hymns by 
Olearius himself, and marked "D. J. O." They may best be described as useful, being for times and seasons previously unprovided 
for, and filling up many gaps in the various sections of the German hymn-books. They are mostly short, many of only two verses, 
simple and easy of comprehension, often happy in expression and engaging, as is today’s Hymn of the Day, and embodying in a 
concise form the leading ideas of the season or subject. Many were speedily adopted into German hymn-books, and a 
considerable number are still in use.   
 
The music of Claude Goudimel was first published in Paris, and by 1551 he was composing harmonizations for some Genevan 
psalm tunes, initially for use by both Roman Catholics and Protestants.  
 
In both his early and later years Louis Bourgeois wrote French songs to entertain the rich, but in the history of church music he is 
known especially for his contribution to the Genevan Psalter.  
 
Louis Bourgeois composed or adapted this tune for Psalm 42 for the Genevan psalter. The 1564 harmonization by Claude 
Goudimel originally placed the melody in the tenor. An alternate harmonization with descants by Johann Crüger can be found in 
the Psalter Hymnal.  
 
Organists will find preludes to this tune under GENEVAN 42 in Dutch works or under FREU DICH SEHR in German works. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM: “In Night’s Dim Shadows” Robert Lehman (1960) 
This is a beautiful strophic setting of the Advent text by Charles Coffin (1676-1749). Robert Lehman is an American conductor, 
organist, harpsichordist and composer. He has served on the staff of several distinguished churches, including the Washington 
National Cathedral (of which he is a Fellow), the Princeton University Chapel, and Saint Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, New 
York City.  

In night’s dim shadows lying, 
Our limbs fast lock’d in sleep,  
to thee, with faithful sighing,  
Our souls their vigil keep. 

Desire of every nation,  
Hear, Lord, our piteous cry;  
Thou Word, the world’s salvation,  
Uplift us where we lie. 

Lord, be thine Advent hasten’d,  
Lest sin thy people mar;  
The gates which Adam fasten’d —  
The gates of heav’n, unbar. 

Son, to thine endless merit,  
Redeemer, Saviour, Friend,  
With Sire and Holy Spirit  
Be praises without end. Amen. 

OPENING VOLUNTARY: “Freu dich sehr, O miene Seele” Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877-1933) 
Sigfrid Karg-Elert was a German composer in the early twentieth century, best known for his compositions for pipe organ and 
reed organ. His 66 Chorale Improvisations for organ, Op. 65, were composed between 1906 and 1908, and first published in six 
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volumes in 1909. The composition was dedicated to "the great organist Alexandre Guilmant".   Today’s Opening Voluntary,“Freu 
dich sehr, o meine Seele,” ("Comfort, Comfort Ye”) Opus 65, No. 5, is from the series.  It is a succinct piece in a lilting 3/4 meter 
marked “Alla Sarabanda” and a good example of Karg-Elert’s text-painting abilities, which are extensive and never timid. In this 
piece, he is rather quiet and reflective. Notable composers who influenced his work include Johann Sebastian Bach, Edvard Grieg 
(a personal friend and mentor), Claude Debussy, Alexander Scriabin and Arnold Schoenberg. 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY “Besancon” (People Look East), Wayne L. Wold (1954)  
This engaging carol,  published in 52 hymnals with various texts, is a French traditional tune, harmonized by Martin Shaw (1875-
1958).  
 
Wayne Wold is professor and College organist at Hood College. He is an active composer, author, performer, church musician 
and clinician, and serves as the director of Music Ministry at First Lutheran Church in Ellicott City, Maryland. 
 
He is also editor and frequent author of a monthly column entitled “Musicians on the Side” in the journal The American 
Organist. He served on the editorial committee for the hymnal Evangelical Lutheran Worship.  

 
 
Readings for the Coming Week: 
 
Monday Psalm 21. Tuesday (commemoration of Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, died around 342) 
Romans 15:14-21. Wednesday (commemoration of Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, died 397) 
Genesis 15:1-18. Thursday Psalm 146:5-10. Friday 2 Peter 3:11-18. Saturday 1 Samuel 2:1-8. 
Third Sunday of Advent Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55; James 5:7-10; 
Matthew 11:2-11. 
 
 
 
 
 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship: #239:  Text and Music: Public Domain.  #256: Text and Music: Public Domain.  
#254:  Text and Music: Public Domain.   
 
All Creation Sings:  #1020:  Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.  Music © 2005 Jane 
Marshall, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713051. 
 
Liturgical elements from SundaysandSeasons.com.   © 2015 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used with 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006914. 
:  
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December 4, 2022 
10:00AM 

 

Rev. Dr. Sarah Colvin       Presiding Minister 

Glen Mason          Assisting Minister 

John Handley                             Reader 

Gary Roebuck                     Cantor  

John Handley and Patti Mugavero    Communion Assistants 

Juan Cuesta and Randy Brooke Lock-Up, starting December 4 

 

Attendance: November 27th, 10:00AM – 75 
 

The flowers in the chancel are given by Effie Stallsmith 
to the glory of God. 

 
Our worship service is regularly video recorded and posted online.  

If you have a concern, please contact the pastor. 
 
 

 

RESURRECTION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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703.532.5991 

www.relcarlington.org 

Barbara Bulger Verdile, Music Director 
Glen Mason, Council President                                                                                                                                                      

Christina Cuesta, Council Secretary 


