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The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical 
distance; and wearing face masks. 
 
Opening Voluntary:  
“THAXTED” (Let Streams of Living Justice) Robert Buckley Farlee 
 
 
When the bell rings, the congregation rises and faces the font. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: “Oh, Praise the Gracious Power” (ELW 651) 
 

 
 
 
 
Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Gloria: We sing “All Glory Be to God on High” ELW page 159 in Setting Five. 
 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray.  
 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly 
and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance 
in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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First Reading: Micah 6:1-8 
 
A reading from Micah. 
 

 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 15 
 
Sung Responsively by whole verse. 
 
 
Refrain 

 
 
Tone 

 
 
 
 1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
 2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
  who speak the truth | from their heart; R 
 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear 
the LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst 
the innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. R 
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 
A reading from First Corinthians. 
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Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Verse sung by cantor, with assembly singing the alleluias. 
 

 
 
Rejoice  | and be glad, * for your reward is | great in heaven. 
 
 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sermon 
 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Let Streams of Living Justice” (ELW 710) 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
On this fourth Sunday after Epiphany, let us join together in prayer, responding to 
each petition with words that echo today’s second reading, “Grant us your 
wisdom.” 
   
As this Thursday we observe the presentation of our Lord in the temple, we pray 
for the church throughout the world. We remember today especially the churches 
in India. Accompany all persons who pursue theological education, especially 
those who must reside away from home, and strengthen them for ministry in the 
church. Saving God, 
grant us your wisdom.  
 
Protect your magnificent creation from the thoughtlessness of human decisions. 
Preserve wild animals whose habitats are threatened. Creator God, 
grant us your wisdom.  
 
Raise up honorable leaders in government who seek the common good. Lead 
nations away from recourse to war, and save our nation from continual gun 
violence. Sovereign God, 
grant us your wisdom.  
 
As we begin Black History month, we ask you to turn us away from historic 
prejudices and from passive acceptance of injustice. Show us how to do justice, 
love kindness, and walk humbly with you in all that we do. Empowering God,  
grant us your wisdom.  
 
Look with compassion on all whom the dominant culture rejects. Accompany 
asylum seekers, those who are incarcerated, those living in war zones, those who 
are poor or homeless. Visit the sick, the suffering, those in grief, and all who are 
facing death. We pray especially for those who have contracted Covid. Hear the 
names that we call out to you here: . . .  Merciful God, 
grant us your wisdom.  
 
Praise to you for the blessed saints who have honored the cross in every time and 
place. And when it comes time for us to die, bring us with them to abide with you 
forever. Eternal God, 
receive our prayer. 
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We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 
revealed in Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  
 
 
Offertory Anthem: “Create a Pure Heart in Me,” Susan Matsui  
 
 
Offering and Setting the Table  
 
While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 
 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray.  
 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and 
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who 
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Dialogue and Preface 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy (Setting Five, ELW page 162) 

 
 
Thanksgiving at Table VII 
 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 
you we praise and glorify, you we worship and adore. 
  
You formed the earth from chaos; 
you encircled the globe with air; 
you created fire for warmth and light; 
you nourish the lands with water. 
You molded us in your image, 
and with mercy higher than the mountains, 
with grace deeper than the seas, 
you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own. 
  
That also we, estranged and dying, 
might be adopted to live in your Spirit, 
you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Together as the body of Christ, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup we remember your Son, 
the first-born of your new creation. 
We remember his life lived for others, 
and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. 
We await his coming, 
when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 
all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, 
send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit, 
whose breath revives us for life, 
whose fire rouses us to love. 
Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. 
Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 
that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
  



 

16 

Holy and benevolent God, 
receive our praise and petitions, 
as Jesus received the cry of the needy, 
and fill us with your blessing, 
until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, 
we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: 
through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
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Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing members of the assembly 
wishing to commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, 
maintaining appropriate physical distance. Others may also come forward for a 
blessing. To receive the bread, place your hands palms up and level so that the 
presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your uplifted hands without 
touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you have 
brought from home, hold it firmly that the assisting minister is able to pour wine 
from the common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you 
may not dip the bread into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune 
by receiving the bread only. You may, of course, remove your mask to commune. 
Gluten free hosts are available to those who need that option. Once you have 
received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side aisles, while 
maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
 
 
Lamb of God: (Setting Five, ELW pages 164)  
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Hymn during Communion: “When the Poor Ones” (ELW 725) 
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Song after Communion (ELW Setting One) 

 
 
Prayer after Communion 
 

Let us pray.  
 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us 
with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of 
your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue 
forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
Blessing 
 

Almighty God, Father, Son + and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn: “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart” (ELW 874) 
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Announcements: 
 
 
Dismissal 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Closing Voluntary: “Now the Silence,” Michael Helman  
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Notes on the Music for Today 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Let Streams of Living Justice” ELW 710 
Text: William Whitla (1934) 
Tune: THAXTED, Gustav Holst (1874-1934)   
 
William Whitla (b. 1934) wrote this hymn text in 1989. It was published in Sing Justice! Do Justice! (1998), a 
collection of hymns that "grew out of a formal search for hymns on justice sponsored by the organizations 
Alternative for Simple Living and The Hymn Society in the United States and Canada. It had four stanzas. 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, not the only hymnal to do so, prints three of the four by omitting the second. Whitla 
is "not very keen" on this move, which he views as "cutting out both the too incarnational and the too feminine 
images." Here is what he says about the hymn: 
 
I wrote the hymn in 1989 just after the events in Tiananmen Square, and when the Mothers of the Disappeared in 
Argentina were bringing their campaign to the conscience of the world. At the same time, the religious and racial 
disputes in Ireland, Israel-Palestine, the Congo and other parts of Africa, and in Canada and many other countries 
over First Nation or Aboriginal rights all seemed impossible to solve. Unfortunately, similar events are still 
replayed, and only too-similar images in the Near East, Irag, Afghanistan, and now Somalia- not to mention the 
school shootings at home-recur and are now extended well beyond those earlier sad happenings. So I used some 
images from those events, especially in verse two, seen through echoes of the holocaust, to tell of the bad news 
before the Good News of verses three and four. Subsequent events only sharpened those images, alas. To me all of 
these parts are needed for a full expression of the biblical promises of hope and justice so long awaited, including 
the too-common images of both the child with the gun and the old ones dreaming for peace. 
 
Here is stanza 2: 
The dreaded disappearance of family and friend;  
the torture and the silence- the fear that knows no end;  
the mother with her candle, the child who holds a gun,  
the old one nursing hatred- all seek release to come. 
Each candle burns for freedom; each lights a tyrant's fall;  
each flower placed for martyrs gives tongue to silenced call. 
 
The tune, THAXTED, was originally set to the text "I vow to thee, my country" and then used for others. That it is a 
splendid melody is clear. Whether it is a congregational one is less clear. Like Parry's JERUSALEM (#711-for 
which Whitla has written "O dream of peace,") is the melody more orchestral than congregational, with problems of 
length, range and Anglophilia? 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM: “Create a Pure Heart in Me,” Susan Matsui  
Susan Matsui began composing as a child. She plays fiddle, French horn, piano, and organ, and many medieval and 
folk instruments, both string and wind. She studied composition at Williams College with Dan Gutwein and at the 
Salzburg Mozarteum with Cesar Bresgan. She is the organist and music director at St. Mark's Episcopal Church in 
East Longmeadow, Massachusetts, and a member of the American Guild of Organists. She is also a public school 
music teacher and a member of Woodbinde Medieval Band. She is continually composing and arranging music, 
often for use in her church, for both the adult and junior choirs. Her music is influenced by her nearly twenty years 
in Japan, as well as by medieval music, and by her formative years in an Episcopal church with an outstanding 
music program (Grace Episcopal Church in Nyack, NY).  She has published 39 children’s books in Japan, among 
which are three songbooks, as well as scores of children's songs for children's magazines. She continues to write and 
publish for the Japanese children's book market.   
 
The text is a paraphrase of Psalm 51. 
 
Create a pure heart in me, O Lord.  
Grant me a new and steadfast spirit.  
Do not drive me away from thy presence,  
or take thy Spirit from me.  
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Revive in me the joy of deliverance,  
Grant me a steady soul to uphold me.  
Open thou my lips, everlasting Lord,  
that my mouth may sing thy praises.  
 
Thou takest no delight in sacrifice,  
nor hast thou any wish for whole offering.  
My sacrifice, Lord, is a broken soul,  
my offering, a contrite heart.  
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY: “THAXTED” (Let Streams of Living Justice) Robert Buckley Farlee (1950) “ 
As was noted above, “Thaxted” is a hymn tune by the English composer Gustav Holst, based on the stately theme 
from the middle section of the Jupiter movement of his orchestral suite The Planets.  It was named after Thaxted, 
the English village where he lived much of his life. He adapted the theme in 1921 to fit the patriotic poem "I Vow to 
Thee, My Country" by Cecil Spring Rice but that was as a song with orchestra. It did not appear as a hymn-tune 
called "Thaxted" until his friend Ralph Vaughan Williams included it in Songs of Praise in 1926. 
 
Robert Buckley Farlee is a graduate of Christ Seminary-Seminex, St. Louis, Missouri. He also serves on the worship 
editorial staff at Augsburg Fortress Publishers, and was deeply involved in the recent publication of Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship.   
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY: “Now,” Michael Helman (1956) 
Today’s Closing Voluntary uses the hymn tune, “Now” by Carl F. Schalk (1929 - 2021)  He was professor of 
music at Concordia University, River Forest, Illinois, where he taught church music since 1965. Honored as a 
Fellow of the Hymn Society in the United States and Canada in 1992, Schalk was editor of the Church Music 
journal (1966-1980), a member of the committee that prepared the Lutheran Book of Worship (1978), and a widely 
published composer of church music. 
 
Michael Helman is currently Director of Music/Organist at Faith Presbyterian Church in Cape Coral, Florida. He is 
an active composer of handbell, organ, and choral music with numerous pieces pieces in print. 
 

 
 
Readings for the Coming Week: 
 
Monday Psalm 37:1-17. Tuesday James 5:1-6. Wednesday Ruth 3:1-13; 4:13-22. Thursday (Presentation of Our 
Lord) Luke 2:22-40. Friday (commemoration of Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg, missionary to Denmark and Sweden, 
died 865) James 3:13-18. Saturday Isaiah 29:13-16. Fifth Sunday after Epiphany (commemoration of the Martyrs 
of Japan, died 1597) Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]; Psalm 112; 1-9 [10]; 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]; Matthew 5:13-20. 
 
 
 
 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship: #651 Text and music from New Hymns for the Lectionary © 1984 Oxford 
University Press, Inc.  #710 Text © 1989 William Whitla, Music: Public domain.  #725 Text and music © 1971, 
1998 J. A. Olivar, Miguel Manzano, and San Pablo International – SSP, admin. OCP Publications, 5536 NE 
Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.  #874 Text: Public domain, Music © 1974 (renewed) by Harold Flammer Music, a 
division of Shawnee Press, Inc., (ASCAP).  All rights reserved. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
713051.  
 
 
Liturgical elements from SundaysandSeasons.com.   © 2015 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used with 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006914. 
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Dave Oaks             Assisting Minister  

Glen Mason            Reader 

Lee Ann Konstantinov                         Cantor 

Helen Chaale and Glen Mason      Communion Assistants 

Dave Oaks          Lock-Up, starting January 29 

 

Attendance : January 22nd, 10:00AM – 68 

 
 

Our worship service is regularly video recorded and posted online.  
If you have a concern, please contact the pastor. 
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