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The assembly gathers in seating in the nave, maintaining appropriate physical 
distance; wearing face masks is optional. 
 

Opening Voluntary: “Aus de tiefe” June Dixon 
 

When the bell rings, the congregation rises and faces the font. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who looks upon us in compassion, 
forgives our sin, 
and heals our lives. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Have mercy, O God, 
against you, you alone, 
we have sinned. 
In your compassion, 
cleanse us from our sin 
and take away our guilt. 
Create in us a new heart 
and give us a steadfast spirit. 
Do not cast us away, 
but fill us with your Holy Spirit 
and restore your joy within us. 
Amen. 
 

As tender as parent to child, 
so deep is God’s compassion for you. 
As high as heaven is above earth, 
so vast is God’s love for you. 
 

As far as east is from west, 
so far God removes your sin from you, 
renewing your life through Jesus Christ. 
Blessed be God who crowns us with mercy and love. 
Blessed be God forever. 
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Gathering Hymn: “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate” (ELW 722)  
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Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
Kyrie:  We sing the Kyrie in ACS in Setting 12, page 31. 
 

 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray.  
 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious 
life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with 
your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 

A reading from Samuel. 
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6 

 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 23 
 

Sung Responsively by whole verse. 
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Refrain 

 
 

Tone 

 
 
  1The LORD| is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no 
evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R 
 
 
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

A reading from Ephesians. 
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Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

 
 
Jesus says, I am the light | of the world; * whoever follows me will have the | light 
of life. 
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Holy Gospel: John 9:1-41 
 

The holy gospel according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” (ELW 779) 
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Creed: Apostles’ Creed, ACS, page 17, or ELW, page 105. 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
On this fourth Sunday in Lent, let us pray for all in need, responding to each petition with the 
words “Send us your light.”  
 
For the church, O God, we pray: Uphold your people throughout this Lent. Visit all 
congregations that are seeking a pastor, and strengthen all who have been called into leadership 
positions in your churches. Bless all communicants, especially Gabe Rivera, and bring us 
together into your one body forever. Hear us, O God: send us your light.  
 
For the earth we pray: Guide the nations in dealing with rising sea levels. Save California from 
destructive rain and floods. Protect all animals in wildlife refuges, and show your care for the 
birds of the earth. Hear us, O God: send us your light.  
 
For the nations of the world we pray: Bring an end to the war in Ukraine. Direct the work of 
heads of state and elected officials, especially President Biden and our nation’s governors. 
Encourage them to lead with justice and to remove barriers that impede the well-being of all. 
Hear us, O God: send us your light.  
 
On this commemoration of Joseph, the guardian of Jesus, we pray for all fathers and all who give 
fathering care. Give them wisdom and patience for their tasks, and grant them the joy of grateful 
children. Hear us, O God: send us your light.  
 
For all who are hungry we pray: Assist international food agencies. Bless the feeding ministries 
of local churches and communities, and prosper our congregation’s garden. Hear us, O God:  
send us your light.  



 

15 

For all in need we pray: Give women worldwide the medical care they require. Bless all persons 
whose sight is inadequate. Tend all who are sick; and comfort those who grieve. Look with 
compassion on those whose names we call out to you here:. . . .Hear us, O God:  
send us your light.  
 
Receive our gratitude for all our ancestors in the faith, especially Joseph, guardian of Jesus.  
Send us your Spirit that we continue their lives of loving service to others until we join with 
them in the garden of your presence. Hear us, O God: send us your light.  
 

Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  
 
Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

The assembly greets each other with Christ’s Peace by bowing to each other, 
waving, or offering another appropriate gesture. For continued safety, please 
refrain from handshakes and hugs.  
 
Offertory Anthem: “Flocks in Pastures Green Abiding,” JS Bach 
 

Carole Smith and Suzanne Tsitsibelis, flutes 
 
 
Offering and Setting the Table  
 

While the table is set for Holy Communion, members of the assembly may prepare 
to bring their offering forward when ushers invite them to come to the chancel 
where baskets are available to receive your gift. Communion ministers will sanitize 
and cleanse their hands prior to handling the gifts of bread and wine. 
 
Offering Prayer 
 

Let us pray.  
 

God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. 
Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive 
the gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our 
communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 
Amen. 
 
Dialogue and Preface 
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The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy  (Setting 12, ACS page 36)
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Thanksgiving at Table 
 

O God triune, how majestic 
is your name in all the earth. 
Over the eons your merciful might 
evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. 
Here by your wisdom 
are both life and death, 
growth and decay, 
the nest and the hunt, 
sunshine and storm, 
darkness and light. 
 

Sustained by these wonders, 
we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. 
In Christ you bring life from death; 
we remember his cross, 
we laud his resurrection. 
Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. 
Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. 
Receiving this mystery, 
we mortals sing our song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
 

We praise you for the heart of Jesus, 
so filled with your love for this earth. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Gathered around this table, 
we your children unite in this song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
 
O God triune, you create the worlds, 
you uphold the living, 
you embrace the dead. 
Send forth your Spirit 
and renew the face of the earth. 
Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, 
the body and blood of Christ. 
Give us a future that trusts in you 
and cares for your earth. 
Empowered by your promises, 
we rise from our deaths 
to praise you again: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
  
Amen, and amen. 
Amen, and amen. 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
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Breaking of Bread and Invitation to Communion 
 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
At the direction of ushers, baptized and communing members of the assembly wishing to 
commune will proceed to the front of the nave in a continuous line, maintaining appropriate 
physical distance. Others may also come forward for a blessing. To receive the bread, place your 
hands palms up and level so that the presiding minister is able to drop the bread onto your 
uplifted hands without touching you. Using a receptacle, such as a small juice glass which you 
have brought from home, hold it firmly that the assisting minister is able to pour wine from the 
common cup into your individual glass. For health safety reasons, you may not dip the bread 
into the wine in the chalice. You may also elect to commune by receiving the bread only. You 
may, of course, remove your mask to commune. Gluten free hosts are available to those who 
need that option. Once you have received the bread and wine, return to your places by the side 
aisles, while maintaining appropriate physical distance from your neighbors.  
 
Gabe Rivera and his family come first to communion, Gabe for the first time. 
 

Lamb of God: (Setting 12, ACS page 40) 
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Hymn during Communion: “Be Thou My Vision” (ELW 793) 
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Prayer after Communion 
Let us pray.  
 

Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have been 
nourished with the very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we be 
strengthened to keep your word and to proclaim the power of your love in Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 
God, the Source of glory, 
God, the Word of life, 
God, the Spirit of truth 
+ bless you all, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn: “Christ, the Life of All the Living” (ELW 339)  
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Voluntary: “Southwell” (Lord Jesus, Think on Me) J. Bert Carlson 
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Notes on the Music for Today 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Amazing Grace” ELW 779 
Text: John Newton (1725–1807) 
Tune: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony (1835); Edwin O. Excell (1851-1921) 
 
Making his way through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation in Book I of Olney Hymns (1779), John Newton got to hymn #41, titled it "Faith's 
Review and Expectation," and cited 1 Chronicles 17:16-17: "Then King David went in and Sat before the LORD, and said, 'Who am I, O LORD 
God, and what is my house that you have brought me thus far? And even this was a small thing in your sight O God; you have also spoken of 
your servant's house for a great while to come You regard me as someone of high rank, O LORD God! " That evoked "Amazing grace! (how 
sweet the sound!)." Here again is Newton's "sweet sound" as in "How sweet the name of Jesus sounds", but even more the astonishment at grace: 
"You regard me as someone of high rank, O Lord." That astonishment accounts in part for the many translations, adaptations, and the widely 
ubiquitous spread of this hymn, but, paradoxically, the spread has made it so commonplace and so related to a general miasma of niceness that 
the shock of Newton's awareness is often lost, Our nervousness about Newton's word "wretch" points to the loss and to our attempts to shield 
ourselves from the shock, though a look at Newton's biography or plumbing the depths of one's own being or just encountering the daily news 
makes "wretch" the right word. The meaning is deeper, however. The issue is the "wretched" human state that Paul is wrestling with in Romans 
7:24, where the law of sin and death requires rescue. Paul's "Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord" is Newton's "amazing grace," and 
the distance from wretch to high rank expresses the incredulity. 
Newton wrote six stanzas. Evangelical Lutheran Worship, like most hymnals prints the first four. The fifth stanza, though often joined to this 
hymn, is not by Newton. It is an anonymous "traveling refrain" that was first appended as stanza 10 to nine stanzas of "Jerusalem, my happy 
home." By the end of the nineteenth century it seems to have been used as the final stanza for "Amazing grace." 
 
Sometimes called AMAZING GRACE because of its close association now with this hymn, the tune, NEW BRITAIN (which is also known by 
many other names), is a hardy pentatonic shape-note tune. It was first joined to "Amazing grace" in William Walker’s The Southern Harmony 
(New Haven, 1835), but the tune appeared earlier with different names and different texts in other books, the earliest in slightly different versions 
as ST. MARY'S and GALLAHER. Edwin O. Excel in his Coronation Hymns (1910) standardized the tune to the form we now have in 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 
 
Edwin Othello Excell was born in Ohio, the son of a German Reformed pastor. 
He worked as a bricklayer and construction worker, loved to sing, began to conduct singing schools, and in the 1870s was converted in a 
Methodist revival where he was leading the music. He studied at normal schools-nineteenth-century teacher training institutions. After moving to 
Chicago in 1883, Excell became a Sunday school leader, helped found the International Sunday School Lessons, began his own publishing 
company, wrote over two thousand tunes, and edited almost ninety hymn collections. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Flocks in Pastures Green Abiding, J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
Flocks in Pastures Green Abiding is a melody (also known as Sheep May Safely Graze) from Bach's Hunting Cantata BWV 208, written in 1713 
and later arranged by Stanley Roper for organ and choir. Today the flutes add a delightful dimension. Many thanks to Carole Smith and Suzanne 
Tsitsibellis for their flute playing!  
Flocks in pastures green abiding, safely with their shepherd rest. Cooled by waters gently gliding. 
With the food of life he feeds them, to the fold He gently leads them, there to dwell forever blest. 
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY Aus de Tiefe (Forty Days and Forty Nights), June Dixon 
The melody, AUS DE TIEFE (also called HEINLEIN) was published as a setting for Christoph Schwamlein's text based on Psalm 130, "Aus der 
Tiefe rufe ich" ("Out of the Depths I Cry"). In that songbook the tune was attributed to "M. H.," initials that are generally accepted to refer to 
Martin Herbst (1654-1681). Herbst was educated in theology and philosophy at the universities of Altdorf and Jena. In 1680 he became rector of 
the gymnasium (high school) and pastor of St. Andrew Church in Eisleben. The following year he died of the plague 
June Dixon is an Australian church organist, composer and teacher.  
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY Southwell, J. Bert Carlson (1937-2017)   
The tune, SOUTHWELL is found in many hymnals and most often paired with the text “Lord Jesus, think on me,” by Synesius of Cyrene, 
Bishop of Ptolemais.  The tune was composed by William Daman (1540-1591), a foreign composer resident in England. There are a few 
conflicting reports on his origins, but contemporary London records describe him as an Italian from Lucca, Italy who arrived in England circa 
1566 as a servant of Sir Thomas Sackville. In 1576 he became a recorder player at the Court of Elizabeth I. 
Pastor Carlson ministered to many congregations for over 50 years in NJ, PA and IN.  He was also an accomplished musician and published 
composer. 
 
Readings for the Coming Week: 
Monday (Joseph, Guardian of Jesus [transferred]) Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a. Tuesday (commemoration of Thomas Cranmer, Bishop of 
Canterbury, martyr, died 1556) Isaiah 42:14-21. Wednesday (commemoration of Jonathan Edwards, teacher, missionary to American Indians, 
died 1758) Matthew 9:27-34. Thursday Psalm 130. Friday (commemoration of Oscar Arnulfo Romero, Bishop of El Salvador, marytyr, died 
1980) Revelations 11:15-19. Saturday (Annunciation of Our Lord) Luke 1:26-38. Fifth Sunday in Lent Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 
8:6-11; John 11:1-45. 
 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship: #722 Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc.  7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  www.giamusic.com.  Music:  
Public Domain.  #779 Text and music: Public Domain.  #793 Text and music: Public Domain.  #339 Text and music: Public Domain.  All rights 
reserved.  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-713051. 
 

Liturgical elements from Sundays and Seasons.com.   © 2015 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006914. 
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March 19, 2023 
10:00AM 

 

Scott Zimmerer        Presiding Minister 

Chris Schoen       Assisting Minister  

Mark Linton         Reader 

Gary Roebuck           Cantor 

Mark Linton and Glen Mason   Communion Assistants 

John Wood              Lock-Up, starting March 19 

 

Attendance : March 12th, 10:00AM – 72 
 
 
 
 

Our worship service is regularly video recorded and posted online.   
If you have a concern, please contact the pastor. 
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